
3. But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for 
such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in 
spirit and truth. (John 4:23–24)

ἀλλὰ ἔρχεται ὥρα καὶ νῦν ἐστιν, ὅτε οἱ ἀληθινοὶ προσκυνηταὶ προσκυνήσουσιν τῷ πατρὶ ἐν πνεύµατι καὶ ἀληθείᾳ· καὶ γὰρ 
ὁ πατὴρ τοιούτους ζητεῖ τοὺς προσκυνοῦντας αὐτόν. πνεῦµα ὁ θεός, καὶ τοὺς προσκυνοῦντας αὐτὸν ἐν πνεύµατι καὶ 
ἀληθείᾳ δεῖ προσκυνεῖν.
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I. The Arc of Tension in John 4:7–26
A. The Exposition: Yeshua and the Samaritan Women

1. vv. 7–8, Exposition (setting the scene)
a. Yeshua is a the well, and a Samaritan woman comes to draw water
b. Yeshua ask for a drink

B. vv. 9–10, Complication
1. Jewish vs. Samaritan conflict: “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a Samaritan 

woman?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)
2. Samaritans are ignorant of the truth: “Yeshua answered and said to her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who 

it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living 
water.’”

C. vv. 11–14, Increasing Tension: Samaritan women does not understand Yeshua’s meaning of “living water”
1. v. 11 – Yeshua has no ability to draw water to give to her: “She said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw 

with and the well is deep; where then do You get that living water?”
2. v. 12 – Yeshua is not greater than the Patriarchs: “You are not greater than our father Jacob, are You, who gave

us the well, and drank of it himself and his sons and his cattle?”
3. vv. 13–14, Yeshua further explains living water: “Yeshua answered and said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of 

this water will thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the wa-
ter that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.’”

D. vv. 15–19, Decreasing Tension: Yeshua shows Himself to be a Prophet
1. v. 15 – women’s misunderstands: “Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty nor come all the way here to 

draw.”
2. vv. 16–18, Yeshua goes to the heart of the issue, proving Himself to be a prophet so that the woman will real-

ize her ignorance and listen to the truth
a. v. 16, Yeshua: “call your husband”
b.  v. 17, woman: “I have no husband”
c. vv. 17–18, Yeshua: “You have correctly said, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and 

the one whom you now have is not your husband; this you have said truly.”
E. vv. 19–24, Resolution:

1. v. 19, woman recognizes Yeshua as a prophet: “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.”
2. v. 20, woman therefore asks Him for the truth: “Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you people say 

that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.”
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3. vv. 21–22, Yeshua gives the truth: “Yeshua said to her, ‘Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither 
in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we wor-
ship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.”
a) Veiled prophetic word (to be further explained in Yeshua’s next statement): “neither on Mt. Gerizim nor in

Jerusalem” prophesies the coming destruction of Jerusalem, and the dispersion of the Jewish nation.
b) True worship is not confined to a given geographical location.
c) The Samaritans worship falsely because they do not know the truth, i.e., particularly they are ignorant of 

the truth because they deny the divine words of the prophets.
d) The Jewish people have been given the truth of the prophets, from Moses and all the prophet that fol-

lowed. Therefore, the truth of salvation is to be found in the inspired Scriptures given to the nation of Is-
rael through Israel’s prophets and ultimately seen in the promised Messiah.

4. vv. 23–24, Yeshua explains true worship: “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. God is spirit, and
those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
a) “an hour is coming and now is” – This is prophetic language describing what will happen in the future. 

“and now is” indicates that it is close at hand. Yeshua is referring to the coming destruction of Jerusalem 
and the Temple by Titus and his troops, in 70 CE.

b) “true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth”
1) true worship is not confined to a city, and certain mountain, or even a certain edifice (temple), for true

worship of the Father is “in spirit and truth.”
2) Note that in the phrase “in spirit and truth,” the preposition “in” is only found once (ἐν πνεύµατι καὶ 

ἀληθείᾳ), thus uniting “spirit and truth” together. While this could refer to the Holy Spirit, Who is re-
ferred to as “the Spirit of truth” (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13) or to the spirit of the one worshiping, it is 
most likely that it refers to the fact that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is not worshiped 
through the medium of physical objects, e.g., idols. Physical objects are not required to worship the 
One true God. But what is needed is truth, i.e., to worship Him as He has revealed Himself and as He 
has ordained proper worship. Or to put it another way, true worship must be in concert with the truth 
which God has revealed to mankind.

Because God is spirit, proper worship must be performed “in spirit and truth.” Though not forming a hendiadys
(contra Ridderbos 1997: 163–64), “spirit” and “truth” are governed by the same preposition and thus encompass the
same overall idea (Carson 1991: 225; cf. R. Brown 1966: 172, 180; Burge 2000: 147; Schnackenburg 1990: 1.437),
perhaps sustaining an epexegetical relationship (“in spirit, that is, truth”; cf. the phrase “true worshipers” in 4:23).
“God is spirit” does not refer to the Holy Spirit (contra TNIV; though see discussion below)—much less to the
human spirit (contra Morris 1995: 239; Collins 1995: 120–21)—but identifies God as a spiritual rather than material
being. The spiritual nature of God is taught clearly in the OT (cf. Isa. 31:3; Ezek. 11:19–20; 36:26–27). Because
God is spirit, the Israelites were not to make idols “in the form of anything” as did the surrounding nations (Exod.
20:4). [John, p. 157] Jesus’ point here is that since God is spirit, proper worship of him is also a matter of spirit
rather than physical location (Jerusalem versus Mount Gerizim).1

II. Conclusion:

In John 4:23–24, Yeshua is refuting the idea that worship of the one true God of Israel is confined to a given geo-
graphical location, a certain city, or a religious (cultic) edifice such as the temple, or the shrine built by the Samaritans
on Mt. Gerizim. The true worship of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God Who created the universe and 
sent His Messiah, Yeshua, is worshiped apart from any necessary physical objects, buildings, or geographical loca-
tions. To worship Him “in spirit and truth” means to worship Him as He has commanded, and this is through knowing
Him in truth, i.e., as He has revealed Himself, by placing one’s faith in His Messiah, Yeshua, and thus living in accor-
dance with His righteousness as revealed to us in His Son, Yeshua and in the written Scriptures, inspired by the Spirit.

1. Köstenberger, Andreas J., John in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Baker, 2004), pp. 156–57. 
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4. But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in
the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Yeshua Messiah to eternal life. (Jude 1:20–21)

Ιούδας Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ δοῦλος, ἀδελφὸς δὲ Ἰακώβου, τοῖς ἐν θεῷ πατρὶ ἠγαπηµένοις καὶ Ἰησοῦ Χριστῷ τετηρηµένοις 
κλητοῖς·

I. The Context of Jude 1:20–21
A. Jude is describing those who, in the history of Israel, were unbelievers and warning the messianic believers not to 

follow in any of the ungodly ways of the unbelievers. 
1. True believers in Yeshua are characterized in v. 1 as

a. “those who are called” – “called” refers to the effectual call of God to the elect by which they always re-
spond positively to the work of the Spirit in drawing them to genuine repentance and faith in Yeshua. 
(Note that in the Greek, the words “those called” bracket the entire verse.)

b. ‘beloved in God the Father” – “beloved” incorporates covenant language in which “love” describes full 
covenant commitment of the Father Who has established with them His own covenant faithfulness to save
them and bring them to eternal fellowship with Him.

c. “kept for Yeshua Messiah” – the elect, effectually called of God to salvation, are kept by His divine power
and purpose to be the reward and inheritance of Yeshua Himself, so that throughout all eternity He would 
be known as “the first born among many brethren” (Rom 8:29)

2. Examples of those who are unbelievers and deny God and His Messiah
a. “those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation” – v. 2
b. “ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness” – v. 2
c. “deny our only Master and Lord, Yeshua Messiah.” – v. 2
d. The citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah – vv. 7–15

1) indulge in gross immorality, went after strange flesh (= homosexuality)
2) are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.
3) also by dreaming, defile the flesh (bring upon themselves disease and physical death)
4) reject authority
5) revile glories (rebel against glorious ones by blaspheming them - ἀθετοῦσιν δόξας δὲ βλασφηµοῦσιν)
6) revile things they do not understand - v. 10
7) gone the way of Cain (murderers, perhaps relating to child sacrifice) – v. 11
8) rush headlong into the error of Balaam (being paid to do evil) – v. 11
9) engage in rebellion like that of Korach – v. 11
10) “These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering 

people for the sake of gaining an advantage.” (v. 16)
B. Warning: In the last time similar unbelievers would invade the believing community – vv. 16–19

1. Such unbelievers are characterized by the same traits as Sodom and Gomorrah - v. 16
a. grumblers
b. finding fault
c. following after their own lusts
d. they speak arrogantly
e. flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage

2. Believers are to remember the words of Yeshua and His Apostles, warning against allowing such unbelievers 
into the fellowshipping community – vv. 17–19
a. mockers
b. following after their own ungodly lusts
c. cause divisions
d. worldly-minded
e. devoid of the Spirit
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II. The Characteristics of True Believers, vv. 20–23
A. Those who are being edified, strengthened, and built up in the most holy faith

1. built up = growing to be more and more like Yeshua in all aspects of life
2. “most holy faith” (τῇ ἁγιωτάτῃ ὑµῶν πίστει) = dative of means, i.e., “by means of the truth revealed as to what

it means to exercise true saving faith in Yeshua.”
B. Praying in the Holy Spirit (ἐν πνεύµατι ἁγίῳ προσευχόµενοι) = dative of means, i.e., praying as the Holy Spirit 

leads you to pray, i.e., in accordance with the revealed will of God.
1. To be a child of God means to be lead by the Spirit of God – “For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, 

these are sons of God.” (Rom 8:14)
2. The indwelling Spirit of God in every true believer gives direction, conviction, strength, and thus He urges us 

in our prayers as well –  “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have re-
ceived a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit Himself testifies with our 
spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Messiah, if 
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.” (Rom 8:15–17)

III. Conclusion
A. to “pray in the Spirit” means to pray by means of the Spirit’s leading.
B. The Spirit Who indwells every true believer “bears witness” with the human spirit, meaning He urges us to walk 

in the ways of righteousness, and He can bring to our minds those things He intends us to engage in, including 
what should be the focus of our prayers to the Father.

“Pray in the Holy Spirit.” Together Christians must pray continually in the Spirit to show their complete dependence
upon God. Jude’s wording is similar to that of Paul, who writes, “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all
kinds of prayers and requests” (Eph. 6:18) to oppose the spiritual [1,2 Pet, Jude, p. 406] attacks of Satan. Jude
presents the apostolic teaching, known among the early Christians, to pray continually (see 1 Thess. 5:17). He ex-
horts the believers: “Keep on praying, for you possess the Spirit.” The Spirit takes our feeble prayers and perfects
and presents them to God the Father. As Paul tells the church, “The Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that
words cannot express” (Rom. 8:26).1

1. Hendrickson, Epistles of Peter & Jude in New Testament Commentary (Baker, 1987), pp. 405–406.
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