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The Word Incarnate & the Written Word
Word Incarnate Word in Scripture

Yeshua came to reveal the Father The Scriptures reveal God’s truth

His birth was miraculous Scripture is the divinely revealed 
word of God 

Yeshua came as a common man Scripture was given in common 
human language

Yeshua came down to our level in 
order to reveal the Father

God brought His truth down to our 
level by using common human 
language

The Bible
God’s Word in Human Language



The Bible
God’s Word in Human Language

✦ The Written & Incarnate Word

‣ the mystery of both: Written word in human language/
Incarnate Word in human flesh

‣ Yeshua: human flesh

‣ Bible: human language
✦ The languages of the Bible are not “sacred languages.” 

They are common languages of mankind.
✦ Rules for interpreting the Bible are the same rules for any 

literature.



The Task of Interpreting Literature
✦ Understanding the author’s intended meaning

‣ meaning is conveyed by

‣ words, phrases, paragraphs, context, punctuation, etc.

‣ linguistic conventions: puns, idioms, genré, grammar, 
syntax, etc.

‣ historical and social setting: pre-knowledge of the 
readers

‣ meaning derives from the sum of the literary elements, not 
from the individual parts



Understanding the author’s meaning

The Task of Interpreting Literature

✦ Words
‣ words do not have meaning; meaning has words

‣ “Israel” – יִשְׂרָאֵל
‣ a man (Jacob)
‣ a nation of 13 Tribes
‣ the northern 10 Tribes
‣ a geographical region

‣ “house” – בַּיִת
‣ a dwelling
‣ a dynasty (1Sam 20:16)
‣ family (Josh 24:15)
‣ receptacle (Is 3:20)



Word Studies
✦ Positive aspects

‣ to find the semantic range (the boundaries of possible 
meanings)

✦ Negative aspects

‣ forgetting how language works: words do not have 
meaning; meaning has words. Etymology is ambiguous!

‣ suggesting that each word has one primary meaning

‣ suggesting that every author used a given word in the same 
way

‣ picking the definition of a word that fits one’s preconceived 
premise



Word Studies: Positive Aspect
Finding the Semantic Range

חֶסֶד
Chesed - 256x in the Tanach

Verb – “to bring shame”
Prov. 25:10  Or he who hears it will reproach you,  And the evil report 
about you will not pass away.

Verb – “to act with kindness”

Ps. 18:25[26]  With the kind You show Yourself kind;  With the blameless 
You show Yourself blameless;

Noun – “shame”

Prov. 14:34  Righteousness exalts a nation,  But sin is a disgrace to any 
people.

Noun – “loyalty,” “joint obligation (covenant),” “faithfulness,” 
“favor,” “goodness,” “godly actions,” “proofs of mercy”



Word Studies: Positive Aspect
Finding the Semantic Range

✦ Words sometimes evolve in opposite directions
‣ chesed: “to shame” vs. “to be loyal”
‣ English example: “cleave”

‣“to adhere closely to” (Gen 2:24 KJV)
‣“to divide, split” (Deut 14:6 KJV)

✦ Word studies primarily aid the interpreter in setting boundaries for 
possible meanings in a given context. They do not provide the 
precise meaning of a given word.



Word Studies: Negative Aspects
Misuse of Etymology

✦ ejkklhsiva, ekklesia, often translated “church”
✦ made from two Greek words: 

‣ek = “out” 
‣kaleo = “called”
‣ those called out of the world by God = those who are truly saved

In fact, the word simply means “an assembly of people.” The 
word itself carries no sense of a divine calling.
Acts 19:32 So then, some were shouting one thing and some another, for the 
assembly was in confusion and the majority did not know for what reason they had 
come together.

Acts 19:40 “For indeed we are in danger of being accused of a riot in connection with 
today’s events, since there is no real cause for it, and in this connection we will be 
unable to account for this disorderly gathering.”



Word Studies: Negative Aspects
Misuse of Etymology

✦ Even worse is the false notion that words that sound alike between 
different languages have a common etymology

✦ “British,” from בְּרִית, b’rit, “covenant” / אִיש, ‘ish, “man”

‣thus, “a person of the covenant” and the conclusion that Britain 
retains a connection to the “Lost Tribes” of Israel

‣in fact, the word stems from Old English “Brit” or “Britt” 
meaning “to break, divide,” and denotes the island comprising 
England, Wales, and Scotland. The first recorded use is in 855, 
in the form “Breten-lond” (The Complete Oxford English 
Dictionary)

✦ Conclusion: 

‣just because words sound alike does not mean they are related

‣etymologies rarely are shared between oriental and western 
languages



Word Studies: Negative Aspects
Misuse of Etymology

✦ Etymologies are quickly forgotten or never known in the normal use of 
language

‣ “broadcast” – to cast seed across a broad expanse of land
‣ “broadcast” – a radio or TV program
‣ “seminar” – from Latin “seminarium,” a plantation, nursery
‣ “podium” - from Latin, “an elevated place or balcony,” related to 

Greek pou~, pod-, “foot”; the raised platform in an amphitheater 
upon which the speaker or actors stood.

‣ “news” - current events; what one reads in a “newspaper” or watches 
at 6:00pm on the TV. Plural form of the adj. “new”

‣ “just” — consider the possibilities!
✦ Words gain a life of their own as they are vehicles for meaning within a 

linguistic context. One does not need to know the etymology of a word to 
use it properly and effectively in his or her mother tongue.



✦ Learning a Biblical language by vocabulary lists gives the 
impression that each word has a list of possible meanings

✦ But language doesn’t always work that way. We can’t open the 
dictionary and choose a definition, then import that definition 
into our translation

✦ “We have seen Believers be stirred, strengthened, filled with joy and 
hope, over the coming reunion of the “two sticks” of Ephraim and 
Judah (Ezek 37:15–28).” [Wooten,Who is Israel? p. xv]

✦ “A company has interviewed Christians who have been agitated, 
animated, abundantly supplied with mirth, even a sloping plain 
between mountain ranges, from one side to the another 
assembling of persons of the two small branches of the grizzly 
hunter and Jews.”

Word Studies: Negative Aspects
Choosing one “meaning” for each word



Word Studies: Negative Aspects
Choosing a “meaning” for each word

✦ This is the problem with using Strong’s numbers—assigning a 
given definition to a word, and then importing it into a specific 
context

✦ But what are Strong’s Numbers?

✦ “The appended number indicates that the leading word in the 
passage quoted is there the translation in the Authorized Version 
(KJV) of the Hebrew or Greek word correspondingly numbered in 
the Dictionaries given in the latter portions of this work…” (Strong’s 
Exhaustive Concordance, p. 2).

✦ Strong’s dictionaries simply give the English translation most often 
used by a team of translators for a Hebrew or Greek word. It doesn’t 
mean they were right in each and every case!



Word Studies: Negative Aspects
Strong’s Numbers

✦ 2532. καί kai; a prim. conjunc.; and, even, also: —(1), actually(2), after(1), 
again*(m)(1), again(1), along with(m)(4), also(533), although(1), although*(1), and 
so(1), as well(13), as well as*(2), besides*(1), both(36), both*(1), certainly(1), 
continue(1), either(2), else(1), even(133), forty-six*(1), if(m)(1), in order that*(m)(1), 
including(m)(1), indeed(19), indeed* (2), just(m)(2), likewise(1), more than*(m)(2), 
moreover(1), moving about freely*(m)(1), nor(4), now(2), only*(1), only (2), or(10), 
so(5), than*(m)(4), than(m)(2), the same as(1), then(16), though*(6), though(1), 
together(1), too(41), very (3), when(m)(5), whether(1), while(1), whose*(m)(1), 
without*(4), yet(9).

✦ You have to have some working knowledge of the language in order 
to ascertain how the Greek word kai (“and”) is used in any given 
text and context.



Word Studies: Using Helps such as 
Strong’s Numbers

✦ James 5:15
‣ NASB: and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is 

sick
‣ NIV: And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person 

well
‣ ESV: And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick
‣ KJV: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick

✦ What does the Greek say? What if you don’t know Greek?
✦ by using a concordance with Strong’s Numbers (or equivalent), 

a person could find out what Greek word lies behind the 
English translation.

✦ But this may not necessarily help the person know the correct 
meaning of the word under investigation



✦ A Better Method: Use a Bible Software program on your computer
‣ much quicker
‣ more accurate
‣ can be more up-to-date (but not necessarily)
‣ allows you to obtain more information
‣ Various software venders:

‣ Accordance Bible Software (www.accordancebible.com)
‣ Logos Software (www.logos.com)
‣ Bible Works (www.bibleworks.com)
‣ Sword (www.crosswire.com)
‣ eSword (www.e-sword.net)

Word Studies: Using Helps such as 
Strong’s Numbers

http://www.accordancebible.com
http://www.accordancebible.com
http://www.logos.com
http://www.logos.com
http://www.bibleworks.com
http://www.bibleworks.com
http://www.crosswire.com
http://www.crosswire.com
http://www.e-sword.net
http://www.e-sword.net












Word Studies: Conclusion
✦ Do word studies to determine the range of meanings available, not 

to determine the meaning of a word in a given text

✦ Concentrate on how a given author uses a particular word or 
phrase

✦ Let the immediate and larger contexts be the determining factor for 
the meaning of a word



Word Studies: Method
✦ Use  recognized Lexicons

✦ Consult Word Study books

✦ Compare how the word is used in other literature of the same time-period in 
which the author wrote. How would the phrase in which the word is found 
have been understood by the author’s immediate audience? If it is a Greek 
word, does it appear in the Lxx? If so, how does the use of the word in the 
Lxx inform its use in the Apostolic Scriptures?

✦ Compare how the word is used elsewhere by the same author.

✦ Note the use of the word in the immediate context. What is the genré? Is it 
used more than once? If so, how does this inform the use of the word in the 
phrase under investigation?

✦ Are there other words that could have been used to convey the same sense? 
If so, are there any indications why the author chose this particular word? 



The Task of Interpreting Literature:
Punctuation

✦ Originally, the Biblical Languages had no written symbols for 
punctuation. Yet “punctuation” can determine (or obscure) the 
author’s meaning

✦ Panda. Large black-and-white bear-like mammal, native to China. 
Eats, shoots, and leaves.”

✦ Romans 9:5
✦ whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Messiah according to the flesh, who is over 

all, God blessed forever. Amen. (NASB)

✦ the Patriarchs are theirs; and from them, as far as his physical descent is concerned, 
came the Messiah, who is over all. Praised be ADONAI for ever! Amen. (CJB)

✦ Biblical languages indicate “punctuation” through grammar and 
syntax. Early scribes (e.g., masoretes) developed written 
punctuation.



The Task of Interpreting Literature:
Idiom

✦ An idiom (from Greek i[dio~, “oneself”) is “an expression whose 
meaning cannot be derived from the customary meaning of the 
component words.”

✦ “Don’t call too early—I plan to sleep in.” To “sleep in” means “to sleep 
longer than usual.”

✦ All languages have idioms, including the biblical languages



The Task of Interpreting Literature:
Idiom

✦ Hebrew examples:

‣ “his nose became hot” = he got angry (Gen 30:2)

‣“entrails” = innermost being, mind. “Examine me, O LORD, and 
try me;  Test my mind (lit., kidneys) and my heart.” Ps 26:12. 
Note Phil 1:8 “For God is my witness, how I long for you all with 
the affection (lit., entrails) of Messiah Yeshua.”

✦ Greek examples (often derived from Hebrew):

✦ “give God glory” = tell the truth. “So a second time they called 
the man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give glory to 
God; we know that this man is a sinner.” (John 9:24, Josh 7:19)

✦ “the face of birth” = one’s natural face. “For if anyone is a hearer of 
the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural 
face in a mirror…” (James 1:23)



The Task of Interpreting Literature:
Idiom from Special Usage

✦ Some words become idiomatic because they are regularly 
associated with a particular usage

‣English example: “When it comes to computers, a Mac clearly trumps 
a PC!”

‣the word “trumps” is derived from card play, and describes the 
winning card of a particular suit.

‣one must understanding its original meaning within the realm of 
card playing in order to understand its meaning in a different 
context

‣the same is true in biblical interpretation: we must understand 
the manner in which some terms/phrases take on idiomatic 
meanings from their original contexts.



The Task of Interpreting Literature:
Idiom from Special Usage

✦ Biblical example: זָכַר - zachar, “to remember”
‣ zachar was used specifically in covenant texts to mean “be loyal to the demands 

of the covenant”

‣ Gen. 8:1 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were 
with him in the ark; and God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the water 
subsided.

‣ Ex. 2:24 So God heard their groaning; and God remembered His covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

‣ Lev. 26:42 then I will remember My covenant with Jacob, and I will remember also My 
covenant with Isaac, and My covenant with Abraham as well, and I will remember the 
land.

‣ (opposite): Deut. 4:31 “For the LORD your God is a compassionate God; He will not 
fail you nor destroy you nor forget the covenant with your fathers which He swore to 
them.



The Task of Interpreting Literature:
Idiom from Special Usage

✦ How missing this use of “remember/forget” under lies the current Ephraimite error 
(Two-House movement)

‣ one primary premise of the Ephraimite teaching is that the “Lost Tribes” are 
comprised of those who have “forgotten” their Israelite connection

‣ This is based upon a texts like Hosea 2:13 “I will punish her for the days of the 
Baals when she used to offer sacrifices to them and adorn herself with her 
earrings and jewelry, and follow her lovers, so that she forgot Me,” declares the 
LORD.” or Hosea 8:14, “For Israel has forgotten his Maker and built palaces;  
And Judah has multiplied fortified cities,  But I will send a fire on its cities that 
it may consume its palatial dwellings.” 

‣ Hosea is talking about the covenant and Israel’s faithlessness. To “forget” God 
does not mean that Israel no longer knows about God, but that she has failed 
to acknowledge her covenant obligations to Him.



The Task of Interpreting Literature:
Idiom from Special Usage

✦ This is clear from the fact that God also forgets Israel
‣ Hosea 4:6 “…Since you have forgotten the Torah of your God,  I also will forget 

your children.”

‣ This means that God will not bring the covenant blessings upon the 
disobedient generations of Israel. He will allow them to suffer apart from the 
blessings of the covenant.

✦ Conclusion:

‣ the use of “remember” and “forget,” when found in covenant contexts 
function idiomatically as covenant language

‣ “remember” means to establish the covenant

‣ “forget” means to forsake the covenant, or (in God’s case) to withhold the 
blessings of the covenant

‣ these terms do not mean that exiled Israel has spiritual amnesia. She knows 
who she is (Hos 2:7), but she has willfully acted in disobedience to the 
covenant, and thus forfeits the blessings of the covenant, receiving its curses 
instead.



The Task of Interpreting Literature:
Social Background

✦ If the primary task of the interpreter is to determine the author’s intended meaning, 
the social background must be understood

✦ Language gains its meaning within a given social setting
✦ English example: 

‣ “you have a bad attitude!” – “Bad” = “not good”

‣ “that car is really bad!” – “Bad” = “good”
✦ Biblical example: 1Cor 15:29, “Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for 

the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why then are they baptized for them?”

‣ context: Paul’s proof that there is a resurrection of the dead

‣ question: what kind of “baptism” was extant in Paul’s day?

‣ answer: mikveh for ritual cleansing

‣ question: did people in Paul’s day do a mikveh for the dead? Check the 
semantic range of the word “for” (uJpevr): it can mean “concerning, with regard 
to.” Thus, a mikveh “with regard to the dead.”



The Task of Interpreting Literature:
Social Background

• question: what is the social setting of Paul’s day in terms of corpse impurity 
(contact with the dead)?

• answer: when a person came in contact with a corpse, he or she was ritually 
unclean for seven days. In order to become ritually clean, the following were 
required (Num 19):

‣ mikveh on the 3rd day

‣ mikveh on the 7th day

‣ water mixed with the ashes of the red heifer applied

• what is the symbolism of the mikveh?

‣ change of status: dead to living

‣ burial (into the water) and resurrection (out of the water)

• Conclusion: Paul is using the common practice of the mikveh for corpse impurity 
to show that this ritual is based upon a recognition of the resurrection. Those who 
engage in the ritual of a mikveh do so because there is the hope of resurrection.



Identifying & Avoiding Junk 
Scholarship: 5 Tests

TEST #1 - DOES THE AUTHOR SUPPLY SUPPORTING EVIDENCE?
✦ Does the author give the sources to substantiate his or her claims? 

✦ If not, be very careful! Without the sources, you can’t check to see if the 
author is giving you something he hopes is true, just an opinion, or an 
educated guess.

✦ if it sounds too incredible, it probably is!
✦ Example: Focus on the Family, April, 1999 / Article by Ray Vander Laan, p. 7 

(regarding ancient customs in Jewish weddings). After reaching an agreed 
upon bride price between the bride’s father and the groom-to-be, “the 
custom was for the young man’s father to pour a cup of wine and hand it to 
his son. His son would turn to the young woman, lift the cup and hold it out 
to her,saying, ‘This is a new covenant in my blood, which I offer to you.’ In 
other words, ‘I love you, and I’ll give you my life. Will you marry me?’ … by 
drinking the cup, [it was the bride’s way of saying] ‘I accept your offer, and I 
give you my life in response.” [See also Richard Booker, “Here Comes the 
Bride,” p. 5]



Identifying & Avoiding Junk 
Scholarship: 5 Tests

TEST #2 - DOES THE AUTHOR GIVE PRIMARY OR SECONDARY 
SOURCES?

✦ Primary source: ancient text, an author’s actual work
✦ Secondary source: someone’s comments on a primary work
✦ Example: when someone says that the Mishnah teaches x or y, do 

they quote the Mishnah to substantiate their claim, or do they 
quote someone else who is interpreting the Mishnah?

✦ primary source: “as we find in m.Sanhedrin 10.1…”
✦ secondary source: “The Mishnah teaches salvation through 

works (footnote: m.Sanhedrin 10.1, quoted from Dr. 
Somebody, “Why the Jews are Wrong,” I’mRight Newsletter, 
April 1, 1995).

✦ Just because someone wrote it in a book, or published it in a 
newsletter, or taught it at a conference, doesn’t necessarily make it 
true. The Question is: are there primary sources to substantiate 



Identifying & Avoiding Junk 
Scholarship: 5 Tests

TEST #3 - DO THE SOURCES PROVIDED ACTUALLY SUPPORT THE 
AUTHOR’S THESIS?

✦ Check the author’s sources. Look them up in the primary 
documents

✦ Example: “The nasi was the administrator of the synagogue. We know that 
James, the half-brother of Jesus, was the nasi of the early church at 
Jerusalem. Early documents such as the Didache suggest that the churches 
in Asia Minor and Greece treated the church at Jerusalem with much the 
same authority as the synagogues did the Sanhedrin (Hitchcock, Didache 8, 
ch. 11-15; Eusebius History 3:25.4). [“Synagogue Functionaries in the Local 
Church,” Ron Moseley]



Identifying & Avoiding Junk 
Scholarship: 5 Tests

✦ Didache 8 teaches about fasting and praying
✦ Didache 11 describes false prophets, and what to do with them
✦ Didache 12 describes how to receive a traveling teacher
✦ Didache 13 describes true prophets & teachers, and admonishes the 

people to give the true prophet the first fruits
✦ Didache 14 describes the “breaking bread” as a sacrifice (Eucharist?)
✦ Didache 15 admonishes the people to establish bishops and deacons, 

and to conduct themselves according to the “Gospel of our Lord”
✦ Eusebius, Ecc. History, Book 3, Ch. 25, talks about which books of 

the Bible are genuine, and which are to be rejected. Nothing 
whatsoever is said about the role of James, the authority of the 
Jerusalem “Church,” or anything remotely connected to Synagogue 
offices in the local Church.



Identifying & Avoiding Junk 
Scholarship: 5 Tests

TEST #3 - DO THE SOURCES PROVIDED ACTUALLY SUPPORT THE 
AUTHOR’S THESIS?

✦ Another example:
✦Batya Wooten,Who is Israel? p. 44 – “In its second meaning, Jezreel 

(73) speaks of the blossoming forth of those once hidden like a seed, 
the emphasis being on the seedlings response—anah (ענה): 
meaning, one day, Ephraim’s scattered seed would begin to heed, to 
pay attention [to the Father and His Word]…” [Footnote 73: Hidden 
Ones: See Psa 83:3–4; 27:5; 31:20; 91:1; Col 3:3.]  

✦These references have no mention of Jezreel, nor do they give any 
information on a “second meaning” of Jezreel.



Identifying & Avoiding Junk 
Scholarship: 5 Tests

TEST #4: DOES THE AUTHOR BASE HIS OR HER CONCLUSIONS ON 
SUPPOSED SIMILARITIES?

✦ Example: (from Lew White, Fossilized Customs, p. 9) - While explaining that 
our word “Wednesday” originated as a day commemorating the Celtic god Woten, 
White writes: Woten’s emblem was the Celtic Crux, a cross with the circle (the 
sun). No wonder we see so many pictures of crosses with the sun nimbus behind 
it, and sunsets in Christian art – not to mention the ‘halos’ of yellow around the 
heads of ‘Jesus’ and the ‘saints.’”
‣ an art piece with a sunset may have nothing to do with the Celtic god Woten.
‣ just because the pagans use something does not necessarily mean it has 

pagan origins
‣ it is the way of the enemy to counterfeit what God has given

✦ Example: the name אֵל, as in אֵל שַׁדַּי, El Shaddai. A chief god of the Canaanites 
was also called אֵל, El (see, for example, the Ugaritic texts, Keret 1.35).

✦ Example: the Tabernacle and the Ark of the Covenant as God’s dwelling place; 
the Canaanite god El also dwelt in a tent, and had a “footstool” for his feet 
(Prichard, ANET, p. 133).



Identifying & Avoiding Junk 
Scholarship: 5 Tests

TEST #4: DOES THE AUTHOR BASE HIS OR HER CONCLUSIONS ON 
SUPPOSED SIMILARITIES?

✦ How do we decide what is truly of pagan origins, and what the 
pagans have taken over that originally belonged to God’s people?
‣ has God commanded it? Then we must follow His commands 

and not be afraid to express worship to Him as He has directed
‣ has God favored it? Then we should receive it as well (e.g., the 

presence of God filled Solomon’s temple even though there was 
no command to build it).

‣ has God forbidden it? Then we should have no part in it (e.g., 
using the worship practices developed by pagan religions in the 
worship of God, such as utilizing the “high places” for worship).



Identifying & Avoiding Junk 
Scholarship: 5 Tests

TEST #5: HAS THE AUTHOR RELIED ONLY ON A TRANSLATION OF THE 
BIBLE RATHER THAN WORKING IN THE ORIGINAL LANGUAGES?

✦ Much good teaching can come from studying the Bible in translation. 
✦ However, only studying the Bible in translation has its difficulties, because one is 

dependent upon the translator’s understanding and interpretation of the text
‣ Example: some have claimed that the book of Hebrews contains many errors, 

and should therefore not be received as the inspired Scripture
‣ Heb 8:13 - the “old covenant” is “obsolete and passing away,” but the word 

“covenant” is added by the translator’s in this verse.
‣ Heb 9:1, regarding the phrase “first covenant” (a reference to the Torah), it 

is argued that the Torah was not the first covenant, since others came 
before it (Noahic, Abrahamic). The word “covenant” is not in the Greek of 
this verse either, and the Greek word “first” refers to the earthly priesthood.

‣ Heb 9, Torah is called a “last will and testament,” but it never was this. 
However, the Greek does not describe a “last will and testament,” but the 
ceremony of covenant making in the ancient world.



Identifying & Avoiding Junk 
Scholarship: “tickling ears”

✦ 2Tim. 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in 
accordance to their own desires…

✦ We live in a time of sensationalism. Teachers that are always trying to come up 
with the hidden nuggets that no one else has found, are peddling shiny plastic 
trinkets.

‣ some traveling seminars are big on hype and short on substance, and make 
fantastic claims that sound truly appealing at first

‣ Example: a 15th Century copy of Matthew in Hebrew is not the last-days’ 
treasure that unlocks all the mysteries

‣ a slick salesman tells the buyer what he wants to hear

‣ some of today’s teachers are far better “salesmen” than teachers
✦ Yeshua and His Apostles did not come huckstering the gospel. They came with the 

power of the word of truth, energized by the work of the Spirit, spoken through 
lives of humility and dedication.



Identifying & Avoiding Junk 
Scholarship: Conclusion

✦ Don’t be persuaded by “word studies.” Read the Bible as a whole story, which 
does not contradict itself, being the inspired word of God.

✦ Don’t be fooled by conclusions based on etymologies of words.
✦ Before you believe something, make sure you have verifiable sources that support 

the premise you’re espousing. Teachers who fail to offer the data of primary 
sources for their claims, ought to be received with some amount of suspicion.

✦ Radical conclusions require a preponderance of proof: if it sounds too incredible, it 
very well may be.

✦ Beware of out-of-date scholarship: our understanding of ancient languages & 
cultures has been greatly enhanced in the past 50 years.

✦ Think critically: learn to ask questions. Good answers require good questions.
✦ Don’t throw out the baby with the bath water: former generations of scholars have 

much to contribute to our understanding of the Scriptures even if their conclusions 
differ with ours.


