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1 to BLESS the Lord [ָּבַרְך, barak, εὐλογέω, eulogeo]

 to declare that God is sovereign and the source of 
all good things: success, prosperity, joy, and life

•Abraham, Gen 14:20
•Ruth, Ruth 4:14
•David, 1 Ki 1:48 [Ps 26:12; 34:1; 63:4; 96:2]
•Paul, Eph 1:3

  Roadblocks to BLESSING the Lord
 - ignorance: not knowing God as He has revealed Himself
 - neglect: failing to confess what God has done
 - giving the credit to others (myself, friends, fate, etc.)

2 to KNEEL or LAY PRONE before the Lord [ָחַוה, chavah; ָקַדד, 
kadad; κάμπτω, kampto; προσκυνέω, proskunew]

 to outwardly demonstrate one's willing  
submission to God; to pay homage to the King

• Eliezer, Gen 24:26, 48; Israel, Ex 4:31
• Moses, Ex 34:8
• Elkanah/Hannah, 1 Sam 1:3
• Generally true of all worshipers, Mt 28:17; Jn 4:24; Heb 1:6
• Note Phil 2:10
  Roadblocks to KNEELING before the Lord
 - failing to view Him as King
 - forgetting that I am in His presence
 - fear of what others might think
 - failing to realize the value of the physical act of kneeling
 or bowing to Him

1 A Biblical Description of Worship
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3 to SERVE the Lord [ָעַבד, 'avad; λατρεύω, latreuō]

to work for the Lord by obeying Him so that (1) He 
rejoices and (2) others know Him in truth

• a decisive confession: “you cannot serve two masters”
	 Matt	6:24;	cf.	Josh	24:15	[Deut.	6:4ff;	11:13ff;	30:10]
•	a	sanctified	life:	“a	vessel	for	honor,	sanctified,	useful	to	

the Master, prepared for every good work.” 2 Tim 2:21
•	not	mixing	things	which	essentially	differ:	“…do	not	learn	

to	imitate	…	the	nations	”	Deut	18:9;	20:18
 -Illustration 1: Nadab and Abihu, Lev 10
 -Illustration 2: the high places, cf. 1 Ki 15:14; 22:43; 2 Ki 

12:3; 14:4; 15:4, 35. Cp. 2 Chron 20:33. 

 God never accepts pagan practices in 
His worship, even if they have been 
redressed in “religious” clothes.

 “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship 
in spirit and truth.” Jn 4:24 

• in spirit: “with the spirit” - mere activity vs. heartfelt  
worship [or] 

• “with/by the Spirit” - by the power & leading of the Spirit
• in truth: “with the truth in mind” - mere emotion vs.  

expressions of worship based upon knowledge
• in all of life: “worship the Lord and serve only Him,” Matt 

4:10
  Roadblocks to SERVING the Lord
 - failing to see service as worship
 - trying to serve two masters
	 -	mixing	things	that	essentially	differ

If we live as God intends, all of life  
becomes an act of worship to Him



Rom 12:1; Jn 14:21 – WorshipBeit Hallel • Tacoma WA

3

4 to PRAISE the Lord [ָהַלל, hallal; ָנַוה, navah; αἰνέω, aineō]

to outwardly express awe and adoration for all that 
God is, and all that He has done

• hallal: “give praise”; almost always in the plural (only Ps 
146:1; 147:12 are singular). Thus, primarily a congre-
gational	event.	A	significant	aspect	of	praise	is	its	public	
nature, cf. Ps 40:9f.

• navah: “exalt someone”; used only once, Ex 15:2 // ָרָמה, 
“to extol, proclaim greatness.” Note the use of other 
verbs such as ָגַדל, gadal “to make big” and רּום, rum, “to 
make high,” “lift up.”

• Praise often centers (1) upon an aspect of God's eternal 
person; His attributes as revealed in His works. This is 
what is meant by “praising the Name of God,”  
cf. 1 Chron 29:13; Ps 7;17; 9:2; 22:22; 48:10; 102:21; 
Is 42:8; Heb 13;15.
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5 to GIVE THANKS to the Lord [ָיַדה, yadah; εὐχαριστέω, eucharisteo]

 to confess publically one's thankfulness for God's 
goodness, mercy, and salvation

• yadah	(“to	give	thanks	or	praise”)	differs	from	hallal (“to 
praise”) in that hallal is the act of announcing what is true 
of God while yadah centers on how God has personally 
intersected the worshiper's life.

• eucharisteō means literally “to rejoice in the good” and came 
to mean “to rejoice in the good which God does,” Thus, “to 
be grateful for God's good works.”

• The thankful heart is characteristic of the redeemed:
 cf. 1 Thess. 5:18 “in everything give thanks; for this is  

God's will for you in Messiah Yeshua.”
• Lack of thanksgiving is characteristic of the unredeemed: 

cf. Rom. 1:21 “For even though they knew God, they did 
not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became 
futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened.”

•	the	Thank	Offering	is	a	picture	of	this	kind	of	worship:
 - something owed to God because of what He has done
	 -	called	“peace	offering”	or	“freewill	offering”:	cf.	Lev	3:1f;	

7:11f; Num 6:15f
	 -	cakes	of	flour	and	oil	added	to	the	sacrifice:	a	complete	

meal!

  Roadblocks to PRAISE
 - not knowing God's character through a study of God’s 

word (the Bible)
 - failing to view life as the outworking of His plan
 - not valuing the gathered community of faith
 - not allowing time for open sharing and praise

• Praise also centers (2) upon an event in life in which God's 
work is evident, cf. Ps 136. The congregation needs regu-
lar times where this kind of praise can be expressed.
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6 SING to the Lord [ָזַמר, zamar; ִׁשיר, shir; ψάλλω, psallō; ὑμνέω, humneō]

 to express the deep feelings of the soul in praise 
and adoration of God through music

• through music we are able to express what otherwise we 
could not. Music is a God-given soul language, of which 
the highest use is giving praise to Him.

• through music we participate in a creative act, imitating 
the Creator we worship.

• examples of music in the Bible:
 - instrumental: cf. Ps 92:3; 150:4 [cp. heading to Ps 5]
 - singing: cf. Ps 13:6; 96:1-2; 147:7 (accompanied by in-

struments); Is 42:10.
 - Eph 5:18, 19

 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, 
but	be	filled	with	the	Spirit,	speaking	to	one	another	in	
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and mak-
ing melody with your heart to the Lord;

	 -	offerer,	priest,	and	friends	all	eat	the	sacrifice.	The	joy			
and thanksgiving of one spreads to all!

•	Cf.	Ps	18:49;	107:1ff	(…for	His	lovingkindness…)

  Roadblocks to GIVING THANKS
 - thinking God's work in my life is not important to others
 - taking God's mercies and goodness for granted (note   

 Deut 8:10 & birkat haMazon, “blessing after the meal.”) 
 - fear to speak out in public or thinking that telling others   

 is really not necessary; cf. Ps 40:9–10

•	being	“filled	with	the	Spirit”	results	in	speaking	to	one	 
another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.

• psalms: the divine “hymnbook” of Israel and songs pat-
terned after the Psalms.
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  Roadblocks to SINGING to the Lord
 - an imbalance between “breathing in” (learning) and 

“breathing out” (expressing worship)

7 CELEBRATE the Lord [ָזַכר, zakar; ָׂשַחק, sachaq; ָמחֹול, machôl;  
                ἑορτάζω, heortazo, “to celebrate”]

• zakar means “to remember.” Celebration becomes worship 
when it retells the deeds of God. Cf. 1 Chron 16:4

• sachaq means “to laugh” (e.g., Isaac), “be joyful.” God is 
pleased	when	our	hearts	overflow	with	joy	at	who	He	is	
and what He has done. Cf. 2 Sam 6:21; 1 Chron 13:8.

• machol means “to dance.” Cf. Ps 30:11; 149:3; 150:4. 
 -Like music, dance is cultural and combines the unique 

elements of a particular culture with praise  
elements common to all of God's people. 

	 -Dance	usually	derives	from	story-telling,	so	it	fits	well	
with the Biblical view of celebration.

 -Dance allows a combining of body and soul in the wor-
ship of God.

•Celebration in our present worship is a rehearsal for the 
final	celebration	when	Messiah	returns.	Cf.	Rev	19:1-9

• hymns: could include Psalms (Matt 26:30) but perhaps 
also songs other than Psalms, including hymns composed 
by the Messianic community.

• spiritual songs: perhaps spontaneous singing urged on by 
the Holy Spirit

 - lack of personal communion with God
 - focusing upon each other rather than upon God

knowing God through 
His word & prayer

praising God for 
Who He is & what He has done

inhale exhale
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Summary: Biblical Description of Worship

  Worship begins with a heart which has bowed before 
God as Creator and Savior, and submitted to His rule and 
reign. The redeemed soul gladly declares that God is the 
source of power for life and happiness, and the only true 
fountain of joy. With gratefulness to the Lord, the wor-
shiping one is honored to serve the King of kings in all of 
life's endeavors, viewing every act of service as a gift of 
worship. The worshiper is therefore eager to tell others 
of the greatness of God and to publicly thank Him for His 
acts of kindness. So wonderful are the works of the Lord 
that the worshiping saint often uses music to express 
what mere words cannot, celebrating the victories and 
glories of the Almighty. In the end, worshiping God is the 
inevitable result of being redeemed.

Worship is a life of serving God which derives from—

•	The	overflow	of	a	grateful	heart,	under	a	sense	of	Divine	
favor.

• The outpouring of a soul at rest in the presence of God.
• Worship is the occupation of the heart, not with its needs, 

or even with its blessings, but with God Himself.
• Worship is the upspring of a heart that knows the  

Father as Giver, the Son as Savior, and the Holy Spirit as 
the indwelling Guest.

  Roadblocks to CELEBRATING the Lord
 - believing the lie that God does not want us to be happy.
 - forgetting that our primary purpose in life is both to
  glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.
	 -	quenching	the	Spirit:	“the	fruit	of	the	Spirit	is…joy….”
  - fear of what others might think.
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2 The Presence of God & Worship

What is “holy ground”?
Where does God dwell? 
When am I in His presence?
What keeps me from His presence?

Adam & Eve, Gen 3:8
 • they had sinned
 • they hid themselves from the presence of God

Moses & the Burning Bush, Ex 3:1-5
 • “do not come near”
	 •	“take	the	sandals	from	off	your	feet”
 • “the ground upon which you are standing is holy 

ground”

Moses & God Upon the Mountain, Ex 33:12-23
 • Moses to God: “your presence must go with us”
 • God to Moses: “My presence will go with you”
 • Moses to God: “let me see You as you really are”
 • God to Moses: “I'll let you see my glory”

Joshua & Jericho, Josh. 5:13-15 
 • Joshua falls the ground before the captain
 • “remove your sandals from your feet”
 • “the place where you are standing is holy”

Solomon's Temple, I Ki 9:1-3
 • The eyes of God would be there
 • The ears of God would be there
 • The name of God would be there

 [Both in the Tanach and Apostolic Scriptures, the ex-
pression “presence of God” is represented literally by the 
phrase “face of God”]
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Some Biblical references to “the presence of the Lord”
• Gen 3:8 - Adam & Eve hide from the presence of the Lord
• Gen 4:10 - Cain leaves the presence of the Lord
•	Lev	10:2	-	fire	from	the	presence	of	the	Lord	consumes	Nadab	&	Abi-

hu, sons of Aaron
• Deut 14:23 - the Lord's presence is at the Tabernacle/Temple [cf. 

“bread of the presence”]
• Jud 5:5 - presence of the Lord is at Sinai (cf. Ps 68:8)
• 2 Ki 13:23 - disobedient Israel is cast from the Lord's presence (cf. 2 Ki 

24:20)
• Ps 22:3 - the Lord dwells in the praises of Israel
•	Ps	42:5	-	those	in	need	find	help	in	the	presence	of	the	Lord
• Is 3:8 - it is possible to rebel against the presence of the Lord
• Jer 15:1 - the Lord sends the unrighteous away from His presence
• Lam 2:19 - able to enter the presence of the Lord through prayer
•	Jonah	1:3,	10	-	Jonah	fled	from	the	Lord's	presence
• Lk 1:19 - Gabriel stands in the presence of the Lord
•	2	Thess	1:9	-	eternal	destruction	is	defined	as	being	away	from	the	

presence of the Lord forever
• Heb 9:24 - Messiah appears for us in the presence of the Lord

Conclusion:

1. The “presence of God” is not to be equated with God's 
omnipresence.

2. The “presence of God” is not necessarily to be equated 
with the indwelling Spirit of God.

3. The “presence of God” describes a RELATIONSHIP be-
tween God and His worshipers.

 - friendship: peace, concern, commitment
 - communion: common interests/priorities
4. The “presence of God” describes a condition where God is 

PLEASED TO DWELL = REVEAL HIMSELF
 - holy = set apart; separate
 - requires preparation by the worshiper
5. The “presence of God” describes His BLESSING
 - forgiveness, protection, joy, contentment, wisdom
6. The “presence of God” is a FORETASTE OF ETERNITY 

with God.
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3 Individual Worship

A Biblical Portrait of Individual Worship

• the example of Abraham, Gen 22:5 
 (Worship in a time of testing)
 - faith leading to obedience
 - obedience leading to worship

• the example of Hannah, 1 Sam 2:1-10
 (Worship in a time of victory)
 - Hannah's great need
 - God's abundant answer
 - Hannah's heart of gratefulness

• the example of David, Ps 57
 (Worship in a time of trouble)
 - David, the legitimate king
 - David, running for his life
 - David's trust in God's plan

• the example of Daniel, Dan. 2:20-23
 (Worship in response to answered prayer)
 - the impossible situation Daniel was in
 - casting himself upon God
 - giving God the glory for the miraculous 

• the example of Mary, Lk 1:46-55
 (Worship in accepting God's mysterious plan)
 - the position Mary would be put in by her community
 - her relationship with Joseph
 - living with the unexplainable
 - giving God the glory for His sovereign plan
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• the example of Yeshua, Lk 10:21-24
 (Worship in the midst of discipling)
	 -	an	overflowing	of	joy	in	the	soul	of	Yeshua
 - rendering of praise to the Father for His works
 - worshiping the Father for His work in others

The Common Elements of Personal Worship

1. Personal expression of praise to God
 - a heart willing and glad to praise the Lord, Ps 100:2
 - expressing one's desire to praise God
 - blessing/magnifying the name of God
 - emphasizing a particular attribute of God which has   

   been demonstrated through the current events

2. Describing God's character through mention of His  
general works

 - what He has done or will do
 - general descriptions of His works among mankind
 - expressing how these works reveal His essential 
  attributes

3. Describing God's character through mention of His  
specific work on behalf of the individual 

 - the situation which brought the problem
 - making known God's solution
 - declaring what attribute of God this emphasizes

Every event in life offers an  
opportunity for individual worship
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A testimony of George Mueller (1805-1898)

 While I was staying at Nailsworth, it pleased the Lord to teach 
me a truth, irrespective of human instrumentality, as far as I know, 
the	benefit	of	which	I	have	not	lost,	though	now	.	.	.	more	than	forty	
years have since passed away.
	 The	point	is	this:	I	saw	more	clearly	than	ever,	that	the	first	great	
and primary business to which I ought to attend every day was, to 
have	my	soul	happy	in	the	Lord.	The	first	thing	to	be	concerned	about	
was not, how much I might serve the Lord, how I might glorify the 
Lord; but how I might get my soul into a happy state, and how my 
inner man might be nourished. For I might seek to set the truth before 
the	unconverted,	I	might	seek	to	benefit	believers,	I	might	seek	to	
relieve the distressed, I might in other ways seek to behave myself 
as it becomes a child of God in this world; and yet, not being happy 
in the Lord, and not being nourished and strengthened in my inner 
man day by day, all this might not be attended to in a right spirit.
 Before this time my practice had been, at least for ten years pre-
viously, as an habitual thing, to give myself to prayer, after having 
dressed in the morning. Now I saw, that the most important thing I 
had to do was to give myself to the reading of the Word of God and 
to meditation on it, that thus my heart might be comforted, encour-
aged, warned, reproved, instructed; and that thus, whilst meditating, 
my heart might be brought into experimental communion with the 
Lord. I began therefore, to meditate on the New Testament, from 
the beginning, early in the morning.
	 The	first	thing	I	did,	after	having	asked	in	a	few	words	the	Lord's	
blessing upon His precious Word, was to begin to meditate on the 
Word of God; searching, as it were, into every verse, to get blessing 
out of it; not for the sake of the public ministry of the Word; not 
for the sake of preaching on what I had meditated upon; but for 
the sake of obtaining food for my own soul. The result I have found 
to be almost invariably this, that after a very few minutes my soul 
has been led to confession, or to thanksgiving, or to intercession, or 
to supplication; so that though I did not, as it were, give myself to 
prayer, but to meditation, yet it turned almost immediately more or 
less into prayer.
 (quoted from Autobiography of George Mueller, compiled by Fred 
Bergen, [London:J. Nisbet Co., 1906], pp. 152f.)
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4 Corporate Worship

God's Presence in the Congregation of His People

• God dwells in the midst of Israel, Ex 29:45; Num 35:34;  
1 Ki 6:13; Ezek 43:7; Zech 2:11

• God inhabits the praises of Israel, Ps 22:3
• The Psalmist expected to receive revelation of God's char-

acter when he was in the “house of the Lord”, Ps 27:4
• Yeshua promised His presence at a gathering of 2 or 3, cf. 

Mt. 18:20

The Congregation as the Temple of God

• The Spirit of God dwells in each individual believer, Rm 
8:9, 11

• The gathered body of Messiah constitutes a more com-
plete manifestation of God's dwelling, 1 Cor 3:16; 6:19-
20; 14:25; 2 Cor 6:16

• We should therefore expect the presence of God when the 
congregation gathers, and be prepared to worship Him 
with this in mind. 1 Cor 14:26

Biblical Commands for Corporate Worship

• To give public thanksgiving for God's works, Ps 107:31, 32
• To publicly praise the character of God, Ps 89:5
•	To	offer	the	sacrifice	of	praise,	Heb	13:15
• To sing praises to God, Ps 149:1; Eph 5:18-20

Corporate worship is the collective sum of individual 
worship, the lack of which either negates or  

falsifies corporate worship
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5 Issues in Corporate Worship

Find a balance between Form and Spontaneity

• The early Messianic assemblies included liturgical prayers 
in their meetings, cf. Acts 2:42 (note “the prayers”); Acts 
6:4 (note “the prayer”).

 - the value of liturgy is its ability to keep the worshipers 
on track and speaking the truth

 - the danger of liturgy or any set form of worship is the 
possibility that people will engage in the form without 
true, heartfelt participation.

 - the danger with spontaneity is that the service may fol-
low the whim of an individual and lose sight of the wider 
and	more	significant	issues	of	worship.	The	advantage	of	
spontaneity is that it gives way for the Spirit to direct in 
other than planned activities. (Note 1 Cor 14)

 - in whatever forms we use, we must constantly strive 
to help one another recognize and embrace the meaning 
which exists within the set patterns of worship.

Avoid distractions wherever possible

• Col 4:2 - “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it 
with an attitude of thanksgiving.” 

 - Being able to focus upon the important issues at hand 
means trying to keep distractions to a minimum.

 - Be aware of what is taking place: if you enter during a 
time of singing, corporate times of praise or prayer, join in 
and wait until later to greet a friend, engage in personal 
conversations, etc. 

	 -	Corporate	prayers/liturgy	are	for	everyone.	Phil	2:3,	“…
but with humility of mind regard one another as more 
important than yourselves;”
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 - Ask yourself this question: “When I engage in greetings 
or chit-chat during times of corporate praise and prayers 
(liturgy), how many people am I disturbing who are intent 
on directing their hearts in praise and prayer?” 

Prepare for corporate worship

• Some questions to ask myself:
 - Do I think of corporate worship as something essential 

for my personal life of faith, or do I think of it as some-
thing peripheral and non-essential?

 - Do I count corporate worship as one of the mitzvot or as 
something optional?

 - Do I come to times of corporate worship with a mind and 
heart prepared to praise HaShem?

 - Do I think of corporate worship as a God-given oppor-
tunity to add my voice to others in praise of my King, my 
Savior, my Lord?

 - Do I consider my participation in corporate worship as 
something that God might use to encourage others?

• How can I prepare my own heart for corporate worship?
 - The best thing I can bring to corporate worship is a heart 

and mind already engaged in worship:
  a. overwhelmed by His goodness and faithfulness to me
  b. astounded by His grace to me
  c. thankful for the way He cares for me
  d. amazed by His love for me
 - My own daily study of His word and communion with 

Him in my own private prayers will set my heart ready to 
praise Him with the gathered body of Messiah.

  - I’ve been chosen as one of His children, brought into His 
family through His mercy and grace, in order to give Him 
praise and to glorify His Name. Corporate worship is one 
opportunity	to	fulfill	this	calling.
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• Practical things I can do to prepare for corporate worship


