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The Biblical Doctrine of Perseverance
--------------------------------------------------------------------
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 The biblical Doctrine of Perseverance is that all who elected to salvation by God’s sovereign grace are re-
deemed through the saving work of Messiah Yeshua through His death, resurrection, ascension, and interces-
sion and kept eternally by the almighty power of God. The statement of the Westminster Confession of Faith 
pertaining to Perseverance is:

They, whom God hath accepted in His Beloved, effectually called, and sanctified by His Spirit, can neither 
totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace, but shall certainly persevere therein to the end, and be 
eternally saved. (Chapter XVII, sect. 1)

 This is what the Scriptures mean when they speak of “eternal life” which is the gift of God’s grace to all who 
exercise saving faith in Yeshua, the Son of God and Savior of all the elect. The following Scriptures attest to this 
biblical teaching.

Isaiah 43:1–4 But now, thus says the LORD, your Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel, “Do 
not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine! “When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk through 
the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor will the flame burn you. “For I am the LORD your God, The Holy 
One of Israel, your Savior; I have given Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in your place. “Since you are 
precious in My sight, Since you are honored and I love you, I will give other men in your place and other 
peoples in exchange for your life.

Isaiah 54:10 “For the mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, But My lovingkindness will not 
be removed from you, And My covenant of peace will not be shaken,” Says the LORD who has compassion 
on you.

Jeremiah 32:40 “I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away from them, to do 
them good; and I will put the fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn away from Me.

Matt 18:12–14  “What do you think? If any man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does 
he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go and search for the one that is straying? “If it turns out 
that he finds it, truly I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine which have not gone 
astray. “So it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones perish.

John 3:16, 36 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the 
wrath of God abides on him.”

John 5:24  “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, 
and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

John 6:35–40 Yeshua said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who 
believes in Me will never thirst. But I said to you that you have seen Me, and yet do not believe. All that the 
Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. For I have come 
down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. This is the will of Him who 
sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of 
My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will 
raise him up on the last day.”

John 6:47 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.
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John 10:27–30 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life to 
them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given 
them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. “I and the Father 
are one.”

John 17:11-12, 15 “I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. 
Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as 
We are. While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded 
them and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled.
I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.

Rom 5:8–10 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Messiah died 
for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God 
through Him. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much 
more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

Rom 8:1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Messiah Yeshua.

Rom 8:29–30 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His 
Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also 
called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.

Rom 8:35–39 Who will separate us from the love of Messiah? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it is written, “FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO 
DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.” But in all these 
things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Messiah 
Yeshua our Lord.

1 Cor 1:7–9 so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Yeshua Messi-
ah, who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Yeshua Messiah. God is faithful, 
through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Yeshua Messiah our Lord.

1 Cor 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will 
not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of 
escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

2 Cor 4:14, 17 knowing that He who raised the Lord Yeshua will raise us also with Yeshua and will present 
us with you.
For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,

Eph 1:5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Yeshua Messiah to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of His will,

Eph 1:13–14 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation — having 
also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, Who is given as a pledge of our 
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.

Eph 4:30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

Col 3:3–4 For you have died and your life is hidden with Messiah in God. When Messiah, who is our life, is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.

1 Thess 5:23–24 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 
body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Yeshua Messiah. Faithful is He who 
calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.

2 Tim 4:18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; 
to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Heb 9:12, 15 and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy 
place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.
For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemp-
tion of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may 
receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

Heb 10:14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.

Heb 12:28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which 
we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe;

1 Pet 1:3–5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Yeshua Messiah, who according to His great mercy 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Yeshua Messiah from the dead, 
to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven 
for you, who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time.

1 John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would 
have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.

1 John 2:25 This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.

1 John 5:4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the 
world — our faith.

1 John 5:11–13 And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He 
who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. These things I 
have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal 
life.

1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may 
know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Yeshua Messiah. This is the true God 
and eternal life.

Jude 1 Jude, a bond-servant of Yeshua Messiah, and brother of James, To those who are the called, beloved 
in God the Father, and kept for Yeshua Messiah:

Jude 24-25 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of 
His glory blameless with great joy, to the only God our Savior, through Yeshua Messiah our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.

Perseverance of all True Believers

 The biblical doctrine of perseverance begins and ends with the sovereign work of God in keeping all those He 
has chosen to eternal salvation for Himself and thus none will be lost. But there are two aspects to the doctrine 
of perseverance. Since the believer in Yeshua has been renewed and continues to be renewed through the work 
of the Spirit, they are enable to cooperate with the Spirit in persevering.

Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put on the new 
self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him…. (Col 
3:9–10)

This means the person who has been endowed with true, saving faith, will grow in this faith which means that 
their life will be more and more conformed into the very likeness of Yeshua.

And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and 
teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Messiah; 
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the 
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Messiah. (Eph 4:11–13)
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This, in turn, means that the life of the believer will be characterized more and more by choices and actions that 
honor God and thereby cause faith to grow and thus enable the believer to perseverance in saving faith to the 
very end.
 Too often, people who have been taught the biblical doctrine of perseverance have been poorly informed, so 
that they hold a position of “rely and relax,” thinking that the perseverance of believers is entirely the work of 
God and that they therefore have nothing more to do but to “let go and let God” do His work. This often results 
in very little emphasis upon the requirement of a child of God to “put to death the deeds of the body” (Rom 8:13; 
Col 3:5) or to wage war against the enemy of our souls (Eph 6:10–18).
 We therefore can more correctly speak of this biblical doctrine as “God’s preservation of the saints” and “the 
perseverance of the saints.” Both are taught in the Scriptures and both are therefore essential in understanding 
what it means to have true, saving faith in the Messiah, Yeshua. Al Martin puts it this way:

Do I confess that I ma being preserved by God’s keeping power? Then his preserving must be coming to 
light in my persevering. The only proof I have that He preserves me is that by His grace, I am enabled to 
persevere.1 

Scriptures that emphasize the perseverance of the saints:

Matt 10:22 “You will be hated by all because of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who 
will be saved.

Matt 24:12–13 “Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold. “But the one who en-
dures to the end, he will be saved.

Luke 8:15 “But the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and good 
heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.

Luke 22:31–32 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but I have 
prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your 
brothers.”

John 15:5–6, 8–10 “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much 
fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch 
and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.  
“My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. “Just as the Father 
has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in 
My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.

Acts 13:43 Now when the meeting of the synagogue had broken up, many of the Jews and of the God-fear-
ing proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, were urging them to continue in the 
grace of God.

Acts 14:21–22 After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned 
to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to con-
tinue in the faith, and saying, “Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.”

1 Cor 15:58  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.

1 Cor 16:13–14 Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you do be done 
in love.

Gal 6:9 Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.

Phil 2:12–13  So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in 
you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

1 Quoted from Steele, Thomas, Quinn, The Five Points of Calvinism, 2nd Edition (P&R, 2004), p. 149
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Phil 3:12–14 Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may 
lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Messiah Yeshua. Brethren, I do not regard myself as 
having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Messiah Yeshua.

Col 1:21–23 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He 
has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and 
blameless and beyond reproach — if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and 
not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation 
under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.

1 Tim 4:15–16 Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that your progress will be evident to all. 
Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will 
ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you.

Heb 3:12–14 Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls 
away from the living God. But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so 
that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Messiah, if 
we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end,

Heb 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;

Heb 10:36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive 
what was promised.

Heb 10:39 But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the pre-
serving of the soul.

Heb 12:1–3 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every 
encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set be-
fore us, fixing our eyes on Yeshua, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him 
who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

James 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the 
crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

2 Pet 1:10–11 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing 
you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; for in this way the entrance into the 
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Yeshua Messiah will be abundantly supplied to you.

1 John 2:3–6 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. The one 
who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him; but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that 
we are in Him: the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.

1 John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would 
have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.

1 John 2:28 Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not 
shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.

Jude 20–21 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 
keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Yeshua Messiah to eternal 
life.


