
65Marriage & Family: A Torah Perspective

Characteristics of a Godly Wife from the Apostolic Scriptures

 We have looked briefly at a number of general characteristics
given by way of example and clear teaching in the Tanach. It will also 
be helpful to overview some of the Apostolic teaching that touches on 
our subject.
 One of the characteristics of a Godly husband, as we noted 
above, was that he is a provider for the family. This is derived from the 
general tenure of Scripture, but also from Paul’s instructions to the older 
women of community (Tit 2:3–5):

3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not mali-
cious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good,  4 
so that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, 
to love their children,  5 to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, 
being subject to their own husbands, so that the word of God will not 
be dishonored.

Here we find a general description of what Paul considers to be the basic
role of the wife and mother: 1) they are to love their husbands, 2) they 
are to love their children, 3) they are to be sensible, 4) they are to be 
pure, 5) they are to be workers at home, 6) they are to be kind, and 7) 
they are to be subject to their own husbands. All of this has the effect 
of honoring the word of God. By this final statement in Paul’s exhorta-
tion, we realize that the general list he gives us is not something new 
with him, but something that he understands to be in agreement with the 
Scriptures as a whole.

1. They are to love their husbands

 At first reading, this may seem superfluous. Why would the
Apostle emphasize at the beginning of his list, that wives should love 
their husbands? Would not this be a given? Yes, of course, it is! But 
when the Apostle begins with this, he is emphasizing that love is not 
primarily driven by feelings or circumstances, but by the determination 
of one’s will. The translation “love their husbands” represents a single 
word in the Greek: fi/landroß, philandros, which means a woman who 
shows affection to her husband. The Greek word fi/loß, philos, often 
carries the basic meaning of “friendship” or “having a special interest 
in someone.” Thus Paul’s admonition here is that wives should seek to 
be affectionate toward their husbands, nurturing a genuine friendship. 
Friendship is nurtured in the context of mutal respect, common interests, 
a desire to please each other, open communication, and a willingness 
to guard and care for each other. Learning to love your husband means 
growing in each of these areas.

2.  They are to love their children

 Again, we may, at first reading, think this goes without saying!
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But once again, Paul uses a single word to convey his meaning: 
fi/loteknoß, philoteknos. This is exactly the same kind of compound word  
that Paul used for “love their husbands.” It means “be affectionate 
toward your children,” or even, “be friendly to your children.” The 
relationship between a mother and her children surely involves her be-
ing their authority, and Paul’s exhortation here does not negate that, nor 
does it mean that mothers should try to just be “one of the gang” when 
it comes to her relationship with her children. Children do not need an-
other “peer” in their mother—they need a mother! But the relationship 
between a mother and her children also partakes of all the goodness of 
friendship. This means that a relationship of trust, caring, communica-
tion and common interests are fostered within the context of the individ-
ual needs of each child. Or to put it another way: mothering should not 
be confined to a concept of duty. Surely there are duties, and these must
be faithfully performed. But a Godly woman will find joy in her moth-
erly responsibilities, a joy that comes from fostering genuine friendships 
with her children.

3.  They are to be sensible

 The word translated “sensible” is sw/frwn, sophron, and is built 
on the word swfi/a, sophia, “wisdom.” A Godly wife and mother is 
one who grows in  wisdom. This is also evidenced in the characteristic 
of self-control, and is the same word used of a qualification for an over-
seer (1Tim 3:2; Tit 1:8). A woman who is given to snap judgments and 
compulsive decisions will find her duties as a wife and mother greatly
hampered. Wisdom is the ability to take God’s principles and regularly 
apply them to life’s situations.

4.  They are to be pure

 The Greek word aJgnoß, hagnos, which is translated “pure” is 
used in the Lxx of the word of God, and of the Torah specifically:

Psa. 11:6 The oracles of the Lord are pure oracles; as silver tried in the 
fire, proved in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.
Psa. 18:9 The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring for ever and ever: the 
judgments of the Lord are true, and justified altogether.

In both of these example (and in many others), the word has the sense 
of something that is not a mixture. As silver refined in the fire, and thus
is pure of any dross, so the oracles of the Lord are pure. 
 Paul’s sense here is most likely that a Godly wife and mother is 
not divided in her life—she is single-hearted. She does not see her posi-
tion in the home as just one aspect of her life, with many other things 
dividing her energies, goals, and perspective. Like the woman of valor, 
she is engaged in a myriad of enterprises, and she is skillful, talented, 
and creative. Yet her life is bound up with husband and family, and she 
wants it that way. She does not feel “trapped” into serving her family 
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while her true desires are elsewhere. She is pure in heart, having re-
ceived her role as wife and mother as a blessing from the Almighty.

5.  They are to be workers at home

 Once again, Paul uses a single word to denote this characteristic: 
oijkourgo/ß, oikourgos, which is a compound word made up of oikos, 
“house” and ergos, “work.” We might translate it “homemaker.” Others 
have translated the word “busy at home.” For Paul, the norm was that 
wives and mothers should find their days filled with the high and happy
responsibilities of making the home a place where a family can be nur-
tured, and pouring her life into the lives of her family. Surely a Godly 
wife and mother has friendships and activities outside of the home. But 
what Paul teaches here is that her primary life work—her overarching 
role in life, relates to her home and family.
 What does this say for women working outside of the home as a 
wage earner for the family? Obviously, there are times when this cannot 
be avoided, especially for single mothers. But in our society, the desire 
for affluence has eclipsed the needs of the family. Mothers that work so
that the family can be in a higher income bracket should consider the 
trade-offs. Regardless of what one may think, a family is far better off 
with Mom at home than with all the things and comforts an extra pay-
check might afford.

6.  They are to be kind

 Actually, the word Paul uses here is a common word for “good” 
(ajgaqo/ß, agathos), which speaks of “meeting a high standard of worth 
and merit.” As a woman fulfills her role of wife, mother, and homemak-
er, she achieves a high standard of worth and merit, not only in the eyes 
of her family and community, but also before her Maker.

7.  They are to be subject to their own husbands

 The Apostolic Scriptures consistently admonish wives to be in 
submission to their husbands:

Eph. 5:22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 
Eph. 5:24 But as the kehilah is subject to Messiah, so also the wives 
ought to be to their husbands in everything. 
Col. 3:18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
1Pet. 3:1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own hus-
bands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may 
be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 
1Pet. 3:5 For in this way in former times the holy women also, who 
hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their 
own husbands;

It is understandable why this characteristic of a Godly wife has not 
always been so readily nor easily received. Let’s face it, submission to 
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anyone is not an issue until there’s a problem or disagreement. In any 
situation, as long as one is content with the situation, it is not difficult to
submit to the authority of those over us. It is when an authority asks us 
to do something we really would rather not do, or makes a decision that 
goes against what we want—then the issue of submission to authority 
becomes a factor.
 We may make a few preliminary observations relating to this 
whole matter of a wife’s submission to her husband. First, it is often 
overlooked that no where in the Apostolic Scriptures is there even a hint 
that it is the duty of a husband to make his wife submit to him. In all 
of the places where the wife is admonished to submit to her husband, 
the admonition is directed to her, not to the husband. This is important 
because it emphasizes that submission is the function of the wife’s will, 
not something into which she is forced or coerced. Indeed, forced sub-
mission (we would better called it subjugation) is not true submission at 
all. Compliance while grinding teeth and kvetching is also not submis-
sion. What the Scriptures enjoin upon the wife is a willing submission 
to her husband because she knows that this is what God wants, and she 
trusts that He will bless her and her family as she follows His will.
 Secondly, love is never without submission. For this reason, the 
whole matter of submission is a mutual reality in any good marriage. 
What I mean by this is that when a husband loves his wife, he is con-
stantly engaged in submitting his will, his desires, his time, his energies, 
and of course, his pocketbook to her needs. As he submits to God, he 
puts her needs before himself. That means he is living a life of submis-
sion, often foregoing his own desires in order to meet the needs and 
desires of his wife. The best example of this is Yeshua: as He submitted 
to the Father, He went to the cross for His bride. So submission is not 
something in which the wife alone engages. In a loving relationship, 
there is always a sense of mutual submission.
 Yet thirdly, when push-comes-to-shove, the final responsibility
for decision-making and leadership falls on the shoulders of the hus-
band, and the wife is called to submit to his decisions. If the husband 
has acted with respect and care toward his wife, and if the wife has evi-
denced a willingness to submit to him, even these times will not be bur-
densome. It is when we neglect to act in love—to put the other as more 
important than ourselves—that both leading and submitting becomes a 
wearisome burden.
 The Greek word for “be subject” or “to submit” is instructive in 
itself. It is uJpota/ssw, hupotasso, which is made up of the word hupo, 
“under” and tasso, “to put in order.” Submission is the willingness to 
follow a prescribed order, in which one puts oneself under the leader-
ship of another and willingly follows. This is what God expects of a 
wife, that she willingly follows the leadership of her husband.
 This does not mean, of course, that God expects a wife to remain 
in submission to an abusive husband, or to simply accept an ungodly or 
immoral environment which a husband may create out of his own way-
wardness. In such situations it is required of a wife that she speak up, 
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and let her husband know that such behavior is unacceptable, and that it 
will not be tolerated. But barring these exceptional situations, the role of 
the Godly wife is one of submission to her husband.
 Note that the Titus text we are considering emphasizes that a 
wife be subject “to her own husband.” She is not required to act in the 
same submission to other men as she does toward her husband. This is 
because such a role of submission is not a matter of gender (as though 
all women are to submit to all men), but submission to one’s husband 
is a matter of the marriage covenant into which they have entered.The 
submission of a wife to her husband is to be a dramatic picture of the 
community’s submission to Yeshua (Eph 5:32), and thus the one-to-one 
submission relationship fits the picture.
 It is easy to see that when a husband is not fulfilling his role of
humble and careful leadership, or when a wife has turned inward and is 
intent upon pleasing herself rather than serving her family, such a sce-
nario has all the ingredients for disaster. As a husband comes to believe 
that the best way to bring his wife into submission is to exert his author-
ity and rule with a heavy hand, the wife naturally resists such tactics 
and becomes more resolute in her unwillingness to follow him. As she 
resists his authority, he becomes more heavy handed, and the cycle spi-
rals downward. If something doesn’t change, one of two things occurs: 
either the marriage fails and they separate or divorce, or they grow apart 
from each other, trying to find satisfaction in their separate lives, since
they discover that when they’re “doing their own thing,” they don’t 
have to deal with their embattled relationship. I’ve known couples who 
were married for 25 years with separate bedrooms at opposite ends of 
the house! Neither of these scenarios is acceptable. But how to stop the 
downward spiral often illudes us.
 In fact, the way to overcome the demise of relationship as out-
lined above is just opposite of what we might naturally think. A husband 
will not bring his wife into submission by ratcheting up his voice of au-
thority. Rather, when he willingly serves her, submitting his own desires 
and will to meet her needs, he will discover that her response to him is 
more and more one of submission. Likewise, a wife who increasingly 
resists her husband’s heavy handed authority will discover that submit-
ting to him will often change his ways.
 But that’s not our natural way of thinking. A husband reasons 
that if he stops reminding everyone of his authority, and instead humbly 
serves his wife, attempting to meet her needs, he’ll just be taken ad-
vantage of. “If I give into her and serve her rather than ruling over her, 
she’ll just take advantage of me and the whole situation will be worse 
than ever!” The natural tendency of the wife is to think that if she sub-
mits to her husband, he’ll just control her all the more, and her life will 
be like an indentured slave. “I do enough for him anyway! If I give into 
him and tell him I’m willing to follow his lead, he’ll just take advantage 
of me! I’ll never get anything I want!”
 God’s ways are not our ways, and His thoughts are not our 
thoughts. But when we conform to His ways, we find that they work. A
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husband who serves his wife will find in her someone eager to submit
to his leadership. And a wife who willing and lovingly supports and 
submits to her husband will find in him a man who will work hard to
support, protect, and nurture her.
 I recognize that I’m speaking in broad strokes here, and that 
there are exceptions to the rule. But the exceptions do not overturn the 
rule. In general, a man wants a wife who respects him, supports him, 
and follows his lead. And a woman is looking for a husband who will 
support, protect, and nurture her. When a husband and wife follow 
God’s way in the marriage relationship, they find in each other exactly
what each one desires.
 The best illustration of this is Yeshua, and His relationship to His 
bride, the kehilah of believers that confess Him to be Master and Savior. 
Paul casts this relationship between Yeshua and His people in the meta-
phor of a marriage:

Eph. 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Messiah also loved His 
kehilah and gave Himself up for her,  26 so that He might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  27 that He 
might present to Himself His kehilah in all her glory, having no spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  
28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. 
He who loves his own wife loves himself;  29 for no one ever hated his 
own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Messiah also does His 
kehilah,  30 because we are members of His body.  31 For this reason 
a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, 
and the two shall become one flesh.  32 This mystery is great; but I am
speaking with reference to Messiah and His kehilah.  33 Nevertheless, 
each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, 
and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband. 

From this key passage we may note a number of important things:

 1. The love that a husband has for his wife is seen in the way 
he gives himself for her. That means giving up one’s own life 
(wants, desires, time, money, energies, etc.) for the sake of his 
wife.

 2. When a husband gives up his life for the sake of his wife, he 
changes her—he helps her fulfill the role for which she was cre-
ated.

 3. As the wife submits to the self-sacrifice of her husband, she at-
tains to the honor and glory for which she was created.

 4. As a husband loves and nourishes his wife with the same tenac-
ity that he would care for himself, he finds his wife responding
to his love. 

 5. This is exactly how we who are believers respond to Yeshua. Be-
cause He was willing to lay down His life for us, we are eager to 
show Him our appreciation, and to follow His leading. We love 
Him, because He first loved us.

 6. It is never difficult to submit to someone who has demonstrated
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that he is willing to do whatever is needed to meet our needs!

Summary

 In this chapter, we have given a brief overview of the characteris-
tics of a Godly wife as the Scriptures portray them. From the example of 
Rivka, Prov 31, and Titus 2, we saw:

 1. Spiritual strength: a willingness to trust that God is in control, 
and to grow in trust and faith in Him. She fears the Lord, and 
studies to know His will and ways.

 2. Beauty: both inward and outward.
 3. Respect: a husband will respond in wonderful ways toward a 

wife who lets him know, in word and deed, that she respects him, 
that she is for him, and that she will do all in her power to help 
him succeed. She willingly submits to his leadership.

 4. Doer of good: a Godly wife seeks to enhance the lives of her 
husband and family. 

 5. Hard worker: she is diligent in her tasks of making the home a 
place where the family can be nurtured, and where there is a ref-
uge of shalom. She learns to be skillful in these tasks. She is not 
lazy.

 6. Creative: she is not content with mediocrity. Her creativity en-
hances the home and gives advantages to her family. 

 7. Wise: she applies God’s teaching (Torah) to the practical aspects 
of life, both for herself and her family.

 8. Strength: in her dependence upon God, she finds an inner
strength needed to accomplish her tasks.

 9. Generous: she is willing to help those less fortunate.
 10. Love: she has committed herself to loving her husband and her 

children as the top priority in her life.
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Let’s Talk About It!

 1. How has the feminist movement in our times undermined the 
family? How has it changed what we define as “feminine?”

 2. What are some of the subtle “givens” of the feminist movement 
in our times which have become common even in the thinking of 
many evangelical Christians?

 3. Consider some of the current movies or TV programs that are 
popular. In general, how do these portray the role of women? 
Discuss how the media of our day has affected the basic roles of 
wife and husband.

 4. Considering the description of the Woman of Valor (Prov 31), 
which characteristics do you think are most difficult to attain?

 5. Discuss why it is sometimes difficult for a wife to submit to her
husband. From a woman’s standpoint, what could a husband do 
to make submission to his leadership easier? What specific areas
are the most difficult in terms of submitting to your husband?

 6. Discuss the issue of a woman who has children working outside 
of the home. What are the trade-offs in such a scenario?

 7. What about a woman being the “bread-winner,” and the Dad 
staying home with the children? What family dynamics does this 
change?  


