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Chapter 5
Characteristics of a Godly Husband

 When we seek to know what the Torah teaches us about the role of 
a husband, we may begin with the notice of Genesis 2:24, which we have 
already studied, that “they shall be one flesh” (וְהָיּו לְבָָׂשר אֶחָד).
 A story is told of a tzaddik of Jerusalem, Rabbi Aryeh Levin. He 
accompanied his wife to the doctor one day, and when the physician asked 
what was the matter, R. Aryeh answered, “My wife’s foot hurts us.” R. 
Aryeh understood the power of the word “us” in the marriage relationship, 
and was living out the reality of “they shall be one flesh.” The pain his wife 
was suffering had become his own pain.
 Paul has this same idea in mind when he writes in Eph 5:28–29:

So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He 
who loves his own wife loves himself;  for no one ever hated his own flesh, 
but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Messiah also does His kehilah …

The goal, then, for a man who desires to be a Godly husband, is to align his 
own personality and nature with his wife’s, and to forge together their lives 
in such a way so as to fulfill the mitzvah of being one flesh.
 Thus, the Torah’s expectations for marriage are very high. The 
marriage relationship is not one of simply co-existing, or of “putting up” 
with each other, but of losing one’s own life in order to unite with the life 
of one’s spouse. We see that for Paul, the ultimate example of this is to be 
found in the Messiah Himself: “Husbands, love your wives, just as Mes-
siah also loved His kehilah and gave Himself up for her” (Eph 5:25). 
 This is not some innovative idea of the Apostle. Rather, the picture 
of God as the husband of Israel is found throughout the Tanach. So if we 
want a picture of the highest ideal of what a husband should be, we may 
search out the various characteristics of God as He presents Himself as a 
husband. The fact that we may acutely sense our own lacks and inabilities, 
and therefore despair at ever reaching such a high ideal should not deter us 
from recognizing God Himself as the pattern we long to follow. Our goal is 
to follow in the footsteps of our Master, and to be conformed to His way of 
doing things. Therefore, the picture of God as husband stands ever before 
us as the goal we strive to attain.
 In this regard, we must understand that there is a distinction be-
tween the marriage relationship and all other familial relationships. While 
all other familial relationships occur as a product of natural events, the 
marriage relationship is a direct gift of God to mankind. When Adam was 
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naming the animals, and in so doing, looking for a companion, he was 
looking for something that existed innately within the created order. Of 
course, he found nothing in the animal kingdom to satisfy his need for a 
companion. When Chavah was fashioned by God, however, he did real-
ize that she corresponded directly to him, and that therefore there was 
a possibility of genuine companionship. Yet the most important aspect 
of the relationship is signalled when God brings Chavah to Adam. The 
relationship that was to ensue was not something that was innate within 
the created order, but was a direct gift from the hand of the Almighty.
 Let me illustrate this with the Sabbath. In the natural order of 
the created world, the heavenly bodies govern the passage of time. The 
sun marks the turn of the year and seasons, the boundaries of day and 
night, and the moon marks the span of a month. Were one to be ma-
rooned alone on some remote island, they could determine the span of a 
year, the span of a month, and the beginning and end of the day. These 
periods of time are innate within the creative order. But one could never 
tell exactly, at least just by looking at the sun and moon, which day was 
the Sabbath. This is because the Sabbath does not exist as the function 
of the created order, but as a direct gift of God to mankind. Only as one 
receives the Sabbath as a gift from God may they continue to mark the 
seven-day week, and reckon the Sabbath.
 In the same way, marriage is a gift from God. The idea that one 
man and one woman would covenant together for life, to intertwine 
their lives and meld them into one, is not something taught in the cre-
ated world—it is the gift of the Creator. The importance of this cannot 
be over estimated! Whenever we see, in the course of human history, a 
disregard for God and His revelation of truth, we also see the demise of 
the gift of marriage. In our own times, when the rule of God—indeed, 
even His very existence—is considered a myth of naive minds, the 
relationship of marriage is diminished, and even destroyed in favor of 
redefinitions that entirely undermine the very essence of marriage.
 I say all of this to emphasize a very important fact: only when 
we accept God’s perspective, and receive marriage from Him as a gift, 
will we be able both to appreciate what marriage is, and have great 
motivation to nurture and maintain it. As husbands, we must view our 
relationship of marriage as the gift of God to us—a supreme gift of im-
measurable value. When viewed in this way, we will be far more will-
ing to expend the necessary spiritual, emotional, and physical efforts 
required to make our marriage what God intends.

The Characteristics of God as Husband

1.  Faithfulness

 When we read of God’s relationship to Israel, His chosen people, 
under the rubric of the marriage relationship, one of the primary charac-
teristics we encounter is that of faithfulness.
 Perhaps the most elaborate picture of this is found in the prophet 
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Hosea. This entire prophecy is presented in dramatic fashion as a picture 
of Israel’s unfaithfulness to God, acting out her waywardness as an un-
faithful wife. Yet like the prophet himself, who is instructed to purchase 
his harlot wife, God remains faithful to Israel in spite of her religious 
adultery. 

Hos. 11:12  Ephraim surrounds Me with lies and the house of Israel 
with deceit;  Judah is also unruly against God,  even against the Holy 
One who is faithful. 

Likewise, Jeremiah speaks of Israel’s unfaithfulness, casting her de-
bauchery in the metaphor of marriage. Her sin has caused a breach, even 
a divorce in her relationship to the Almighty. Yet God does not abandon 
her, nor go looking for someone to take her place. Instead, in His faith-
fulness to Israel, He calls her back:

Jer 3:22  “Return, O faithless sons, I will heal your faithlessness.”  
“Behold, we come to You; For You are the Lord our God.

Thus, the promise of God’s faithfulness to Israel, in spite of her own 
unfaithfulness, is promised early in the book of Hosea:

Hos. 2:19  “I will betroth you to Me forever; yes, I will betroth you to 
Me in righteousness and in justice, in lovingkindness and in compas-
sion …

This over arching characteristic of faithfulness is at the heart of the 
marriage covenant, and thus is the foundation upon which the life of a 
Godly husband is built.
 What are the components of the characteristic of faithfulness? In 
general, faithfulness means remaining true to one’s vows and the re-
sponsibilities demanded by such vows. Faithfulness in marriage means 
faithfulness to the covenant of marriage (which is why the marriage 
metaphor is so well suited to paint the picture of God’s relationship to 
Israel). This means, first of all, that a husband must be willing to lay 
down his life for his wife. By speaking of “laying down” one’s life, I do 
not mean only the willingness to physically protect one’s wife even to 
death. That, of course, would be the supreme indication of faithfulness. 
But besides the ultimate sacrifice of giving one’s physical life to protect 
his wife, I mean the willingness to give up one’s own personal comforts 
and desires for the needs of one’s wife. This is what Paul means when 
he speaks of husbands loving their wives as Messiah loved His kehilah, 
“and gave Himself up for her.” Granted, the death of the Messiah upon 
the execution stake was that ultimate “giving,” but His having given 
Himself up for His bride entailed much more than that. His willingness 
to leave the glory of heaven, to take upon Himself the confinement of 
human flesh, to bear the sorrows and woes of this fallen world—all of 
this He willingly did in order to love His bride. He literally went from 
riches to rags in order to make His bride wealthy:
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2Cor. 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Yeshua Messiah, that 
though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you 
through His poverty might become rich.

If, then, we take the pattern of God as husband, and we focus on the at-
tribute of faithfulness, we see that one component of faithfulness is the 
willingness to die to self for the sake of the one loved.
 But while we may applaud the attribute of faithfulness as one 
of the necessary characteristics of a Godly husband, we must quickly 
note that faithfulness is not something we come by naturally. Faithful-
ness must be cultivated, nurtured, and established in one’s life through 
diligent practice and resolve. How do we grow in faithfulness? How do 
we train ourselves to be faithful?
 First, as men who either are husbands, or who are anticipating 
marriage in the future, we must practice the discipline of self-denial. 
Our Master said that if we should be His disciples, we must “deny 
ourselves, take up His cross daily, and follow Him” (Matt. 16:24; Mark 
8:34; Luke 9:23). We may note some specific areas of our lives where 
such self-denial is so very important:

 a.  in relationship to time: am I willing to rearrange my own sched-
ule in order to serve my wife?

 b. in relationship to money: am I willing to put the needs of my 
wife and family ahead of my own desire for things; for my 
“hobby;” for my own pleasure and entertainment?

 c. in relationship to comfort: am I willing to accept the responsibil-
ity of difficult situations, shielding my wife from the stress of 
problems, or do I let her deal with the uncomfortable things?

It is apparent that if a man has not learned the spiritual duty of self-deni-
al, and if he does not grow in his ability to maintain a life of self-denial, 
he will be unable to live out the life of faithfulness that marks a Godly 
husband. Learning to deny one’s self for the good of others comes in the 
small things, which, when practiced time and time again, give the abil-
ity to deny oneself in the larger things. Never despise the small ways in 
which you may put your wife first. These are “daily conditioning” that 
allows you to gain strength in the realm of faithfulness as a husband.
 Secondly, a man who intends to display faithfulness as a Godly 
husband must discipline himself in his own spiritual growth. Faithful-
ness, as I said, is not something we come by naturally. It is a spiritual 
dimension. Thus, as husbands, we must nourish our own souls in our 
relationship to God through the Messiah Yeshua. This means:

 a. hiding God’s word in my heart: do I consider the nourishment of 
the word of God in my own life just as necessary as the physical 
nourishment I require?

 b. spending time in prayer: do I regularly seek God’s help for spiri-
tual strength, guidance, and wisdom? Am I learning communion 
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with God through times of prayer?
 c. praising God: am I willing to praise God openly? Am I giving 

Him the “sacrifice of praise?”
 d. Godly friendships: do I see and appreciate the value of Godly 

community as the means of being built up spiritually?

 Thirdly, cultivating faithfulness as a husband entails a negative 
aspect as well: keeping oneself from the temptations of the world, par-
ticularly in the area of sexual lust. Positively, we must practice self-de-
nial and spiritual disciplines. Negatively, we must guard ourselves from 
the draw of the world. Our society has almost no moral values remain-
ing. Our entire world is encompassed with sexually explicit advertising, 
movies, music, and fashions. In our work-a-day world, a constant appeal 
is made to our flesh—drawing our passions to be aroused and spent 
on the fleeting pleasures of the world. We are fools if we think we are 
impervious to these attacks. Still remaining within us is the draw to that 
which we know is wrong. Therefore, we must constantly be aware of the 
battle in which we are engaged, and be prepared to withstand the fiery 
arrows of the enemy of our souls.
 How do we do this? What are the spiritual disciplines in which 
we must engage in order to be victorious in this battle?

 a. we must know who we are in Messiah (Rom 6): the draw that we 
may feel to the things of this world is our flesh, not our genuine 
selves. We have been remade in the image of Messiah. If we are 
honest with ourselves, we know that in our hearts we long to 
please our Master. It is the flesh—the sinful nature that remains 
within—that we war against. So we must learn to be who we are, 
not who we use to be.

 b. we must guard ourselves from the schemes of the evil one (Eph 
6:10ff): situations that put us into the place of temptation are the 
traps of this world. The wise man refuses to be put in such situa-
tions; the fool thinks he’s “strong enough.” 

 c. we must know that our true strength is in God: admitting our 
weakness makes us strong. A humble heart receives strength; an 
arrogant heart is always vulnerable. “God resists the proud, but 
gives grace to the humble” (Prov 3:34; James 4:6; 1Pet 5:5).

 Finally, faithfulness as a husband requires courage and boldness. 
The media of our day generally portrays husbands as ignorant, self-
serving, self-centered, and out of touch with the family. Unfortunately, 
this persona of husbands (and men in general) has been accepted as the 
norm. “That’s just the way men are!” No! That’s the way weak men are. 
Men of strength are men of character, who remain faithful under fire. 
It is not difficult to see such character in men during times of war. The 
willingness to remain faithful in the face of overwhelming odds was 
displayed by firefighters, law enforcement personnel, government of-
ficials, and the military in the recent attacks upon our nation. These men 
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were raised up as national heros in the wake of 9/11. And rightly so. 
But what we often fail to realize is that a similar kind of battle is being 
fought over the family. Remaining faithful as a husband will require the 
same kind of stick-to-itivness as a soldier in battle. If we will be faithful 
husbands, we must commit ourselves to faithfulness without any excus-
es or “back doors.” Our calling is to be men of resolve who will remain 
faithful regardless of the personal cost. It is in this commitment that true 
manliness is portrayed.
 Paul notes in 1Cor 4:2 that “…it is required of stewards that one 
be found trustworthy (pistov~, pistos, ‘faithful’).” A steward is one to 
whom something of high value has been entrusted. As husbands, we 
have been entrusted with the care and life of our wives. We must there-
fore commit ourselves to this happy responsibility with true resolve and 
unflinching commitment. Moreover, such commitment is itself power-
ful, for when we commit ourselves to what God has commanded, we 
may trust that He will supply the necessary strength.

2.  Caring

 God, as the husband of Israel, is portrayed in the Tanach as One 
who displayed tender care for Israel:

Jer. 31:31 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah,  32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the 
day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, 
My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,” 
declares the Lord.

Zeph 3:17  “The Lord your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior.  
He will exult over you with joy, He will be quiet in His love, He will 
rejoice over you with shouts of joy. 

Jeremiah pictures God as a husband to Israel, leading her by the hand 
out of the slavery of Egypt. In another metaphor, Zephaniah portrays 
God as a mighty warrior, coming home from the victory of the battle, 
reunited with His wife. He is “quiet in His love,” rejoicing over His 
wife with “shouts of joy.” 
 These metaphors of God as the ideal husband of Israel bear stark 
contrasts. In both cases, God is pictured as a warrior who defeats the 
enemy (Egypt, the nations), yet who is gentle and caring—a mighty 
warrior who knows how to be “quiet in His love.” 
 A Godly husband has strength while at the same time is able to 
be gentle and caring. This same idea is found in Paul’s admonition to 
husbands in Eph 5:25f:

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Messiah also loved His kehilah 
and gave Himself up for her,  26 so that He might sanctify her, having 
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  27 that He might 
present to Himself the congregation in all her glory, having no spot or 
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wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.

The giving of Himself for His bride is viewed as cleansing her by wash-
ing, and repairing and cleaning her soiled garments so that she may be 
publicly displayed in all of her beauty. 
 In each of these pictures, the wife has needs that the caring Hus-
band sees, understands, and meets. In Jeremiah, Israel is enslaved, and 
God leads her out of her slavery, holding her hand. In Zephaniah, Israel 
is under siege by her enemies, and God comes as a warrior, defeating 
her foes, and embracing her in the protection of His victory. In Ephe-
sians 5, Paul describes the wife as wearing tattered and soiled clothes. 
The Husband washes her, and clothes her with garments of perfection. 
Surely the meaning in each case is primarily that of spiritual cleans-
ing—of bringing righteousness where there was sin. But the metaphors 
of marriage used in each case only “work” if, in fact, this is the basic ap-
proach of a husband toward his wife, i.e., that the husband carefully and 
gently meets the needs of his wife.
 It is clear that there is a progression here. We began by noting 
the attribute of faithfulness. This requires self-denial on the part of the 
husband, a willingness to put his own needs as secondary to those of his 
wife. Such a perspective on the part of a husband puts him in the proper 
mindset to see his wife’s needs, and therefore to meet them. Conversely, 
a husband who is self-absorbed will have little ability to focus upon the 
needs of his wife.
 But a husband who commits himself to meeting the needs of his 
wife through gentle, consistent caring, cannot do so if he is unaware 
of her needs. Meeting the needs of one’s wife, therefore, requires con-
stant attention and communication. We all are aware of the downward 
cycle that begins when communication stops. When a husband and his 
wife withdraw from each other and stop communicating, the needs of 
the wife and husband go unattended by each other. This increases the 
animosity between them, and further isolation ensues. The only remedy 
is to restore communication, and the willingness to hear and be heard.
 But who breaks the cycle of stopped communication? We may 
take our que, once again, from the manner in which God presents Him-
self as husband to Israel. Throughout the history of the nation, Israel’s 
disobedience to God’s commands brought about a breach in their cove-
nant relationship. Israel turned away from listening to God and went her 
own way. But God’s response is not to abandon her, nor to remain silent 
toward her. On the contrary: He sends His prophets time and again to 
call her back, promising her His willingness to forgive and bring about 
restoration.
 As men who desire to be Godly husbands, we too must be will-
ing to take the initiative in restoring communication. Sometimes this is 
the most difficult step, but it is also the most important. Allowing time 
to go by when there is an obvious need to talk and seek forgiveness, will 
only make restoration more difficult. Our strength of character will be 
seen in our willingness to humbly approach our wife and seek to rectify 
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whatever wrong has taken place.
 Being a caring husband means taking an active role in being 
aware of your wife’s needs. That requires understanding that the needs 
of a woman are far different than those of a man. All too often men 
think that if they provide the physical needs of their wife and family, 
they are fulfilling the role of provider. Men may presume that their 
wife’s definition of “needs” is the same as theirs. But that is clearly not 
the case.
 Years ago I was approached by a young couple who were having 
difficulty in their marriage. They asked if they could spend some time 
talking with me about the problem they were encountering. When we 
met, the husband explained that he was working hard, bringing home 
a pay check, paying the bills, and generally providing for his wife. But 
he felt that she did not appreciate all of the hard work and sacrifice he 
was giving in order to provide for their needs. The wife explained that 
after coming home from a hard day’s work, her husband ate dinner, 
watched some TV, and then went to bed. She felt like they were better 
friends before they were married than after. She explained that she felt 
unappreciated and more like a housemaid than a wife. After listening to 
each of them, I asked how often they sat in the evenings and just talked 
to each other about the events of the day. They admitted they hardly 
ever did that any more. So I “prescribed” this requirement: for the next 
two weeks, each evening after dinner, she was to sit on his lap and they 
were to spend at least 15 minutes talking about the events of the day. 
A month later they returned for a scheduled time of counseling, and I 
could tell  a lot had changed! They were holding hands, and had smiles 
on their faces. He explained that he hadn’t realized how much his wife 
was doing during the day, and how much time it took to keep the house 
so clean and neat the way he liked it. But the wife’s statement was re-
vealing: she said all she really wanted was to be hugged again, the way 
she was when they first were married. And they both admitted that 15 
minutes was not nearly long enough, and that they were now spending a 
lot longer than that in their after-dinner ritual.
 The point I want to make in this illustration (and I wish I could 
say marriage difficulties were always resolved this easily!) is that 
what the husband thought were his wife’s needs, clearly were not. He 
viewed her needs primarily as physical, because that was how he de-
fined his own needs. But her needs were more acutely emotional rather 
than physical. She had the need to be embraced and reassured of her 
husband’s caring love. When he took the time to do that, he was able to 
share with his wife how hard his work was, and that, in turn, gave her 
a greater appreciation for the stress under which he labored. In the end, 
the distance they had built between each other was overcome by a com-
mitment to expressing a genuine care for each other in the context of 
simply spending time together, and talking.
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3.  Leading

 If we continue to look at the character of God as husband to 
Israel, and therefore as the supreme model for all husbands to follow, we 
see how God fulfilled the role of Leader in His marriage covenant with 
Israel. As noted above, Jeremiah 31:31-34, which uses the metaphor of 
God as Israel’s husband, pictures Him taking Israel “by the hand” and 
leading her out of Egypt. Taking a leadership role in the marriage rela-
tionship is clearly an important aspect of being a Godly husband.
 Men obviously have different personalities and personal traits. 
Some are more extravert and others introvert. But regardless of one’s 
personality makeup, every man can and should fulfill a leadership role 
within the marriage. Paul writes in 1Cor 11:3, “But I want you to under-
stand that Messiah is the head of every man, and the man is the head of 
a woman, and God is the head of Messiah.” This statement may seem 
puzzling at first, but in the context its overall import is clear: each looks 
to the “head” for direction—for leadership.
 This does not negate the obvious fact that the wife also has lead-
ership roles within the marriage, but it means that in the overall perspec-
tive of things, the husband is to take the responsibility of leadership. 
If one were to ask where the “buck stops” in a marriage, it is with the 
husband. Even though decision making surely involves both the husband 
and wife working together, the husband needs to provide a leading role 
in overall direction of the family.
 If we bear in mind what we have learned from the Genesis ac-
count of the fall of mankind into sin, we will reckon with the fact that a 
woman, seeking a place of security, will naturally want to formulate a 
plan—even take the lead to make sure issues of the home and family are 
ordered and in place. Conversely, it seems as though often the natural 
tendency of a man is to look after himself and neglect to provide leader-
ship for his wife and family. The less a man provides leadership within 
the marriage and family, the greater is the tendency for the wife to take 
up a leadership role in his place. This “flip-flopped” arrangement may 
seem to work at first. The woman is assured of things being in order, 
because she plans them to be so. Likewise, the husband is content to let 
his wife do the planning and leading since it lets him “off the hook.” His 
fear of failure is diminished since his wife is taking the lead.
 But in the long run, this arrangement does not work. This is 
because fundamentally, leadership involves authority. Usually, a hus-
band who neglects the difficult task of leading, and apathetically allows 
his wife to take the responsibility of leading the family, still expects to 
remain the head (authority) of his home. He wants to have his cake and 
eat it too. What he finds out, however, is that when his wife is doing the 
hard work of leading, she also expects to have the authority that goes 
along with her role as leader.
 On the other hand, a woman who accepts the leadership role 
in the family thinks that she will have the security of an orderly home 
(because she’s in control), but in reality, she takes upon herself a role of 
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authority that her husband should shoulder, a role that brings her undue 
stress and discontent. 
 Nowhere is this problem seen more than in the handling of 
finances within the marriage. Statistics tell us (if we can trust statistics) 
that the single greatest cause of divorce in the early years of a marriage 
is finances. Let’s face it: for the majority of people, the money never 
seems sufficient for the needs. And therefore, deciding how money is to 
be spent becomes a constant battle. If a wife is in charge of the finances, 
she takes upon herself the role of “decider” in matters that affect the 
whole family, including her husband. Moreover, some of the greatest 
stress in a marriage comes when there is insufficient funds to meet all 
of the monthly bills. A wife who is in charge of the finances must also 
shoulder the stress that results from poor financial decisions, which usu-
ally result in debt and the inability to pay for that debt. When the credi-
tors begin to call, asking when payment will be made, she is the one 
who must bear the constant burden of “how to make ends meet.”
 What adds to this problem is the fact that many times, women 
are better at administrative tasks than men. Women tend to be more 
organized and keeping track of bills, bank accounts, and budgets seems 
at times to be better handled by the wife than the husband.
 But a husband who is willing to take upon himself the God-giv-
en role of leader within the marriage, will also take the responsibility of 
the finances, and find ways to accomplish the task in order to shield his 
wife from the stress that money matters inevitably bring.
 I am not suggesting, however, that it is an “either-or” situation. 
When the husband takes the responsibilities of the finances, he does so 
as a partner with his wife. Financial decisions should be made together, 
since these decisions will affect the entire family. But what I mean by 
the husband taking the responsibilities of the finances is that he both 
disciplines himself to make good financial choices, and that he also 
bears the responsibility (and thus the stress) of the financial health of 
the family. We will talk more about the “how” of financial leadership in 
a subsequent lesson, but for now, I simply want to stress that part of the 
leadership role of a Godly husband involves his owning the financial 
responsibilities of the family.
 In our modern world, this issue of finances became far more 
significant as the feminist movement gained momentum. As more and 
more women left the home to work and to seek careers, they likewise 
were “empowered” financially. It became the norm for a wife and hus-
band to have separate bank accounts, and to make financial decisions in-
dependent of each other. Since the husband and wife were now working 
for “their own money,” the sticky issue of who pays for what becomes 
a new cause of division between them. And while this scenario is not 
always the case, in the majority of households where both the husband 
and wife work outside of the home, their lives became more and more 
individualistic as each seeks to reach his or her own financial goals.
 Surely there are exceptions, but the norm as found in the Scrip-
tures is that the husband works to provide for the needs of the family, 
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and the wife fulfills her role as the primary nurturer of the children, 
transforming a dwelling place (house) into a home where God’s shalom 
could be experienced by the whole family.
 This norm is clearly presupposed in Paul’s admonition to the 
older women (Titus 2:3–5):

Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious 
gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, so that they 
may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their 
children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to 
their own husbands, so that the word of God will not be dishonored.

This is not merely a sociological, cultural issue, as though Paul is refer-
ring to something that obtained only in the ancient Israelite culture of 
the 1st Century. If we contextualize this admonition to pertain only to 
his time and not ours, we undermine the eternal relevance of the Scrip-
tures. Rather, the Apostle’s teaching is based upon what he conceived 
of as the normal family: the husband works to provide the needs of the 
family, and the wife fulfills the high calling of loving her husband, her 
children, and creating a home where the word of God is honored.
 The role of a Godly husband in being a leader obviously extends 
far beyond the handling of finances. He must also take the lead in spiri-
tual matters. Once again, this does not at all negate the leadership role of 
the wife in spiritual matters. Indeed, the Godly wife plays a strategic and 
crucial role in teaching the way of God to her family. But the role of the 
husband as a spiritual leader involves making sure that the ways of God 
are firmly in place, and that all things necessary for growing in faith and 
love for God are provided. As noted before, this means that a Godly hus-
band is maturing in his own faith. He cannot expect to lead and present 
a model of faith to his family if he is not maintaining a fervent, growing 
relationship with his Master.
 This spiritual leadership incumbent upon the husband is taught 
in the Torah. In Numbers 30:3ff, the vow of a wife or daughter can be 
overturned by her father or husband if done so immediately. This makes 
it clear that the father/husband has a leadership role in terms of spiritual 
matters such as vows. But it also highlights the point that the father or 
husband must be “in tune” with what is going on in his family. He acts 
as a protector for wife and daughter, in that his ability to annul a rash 
vow is honored by the Lord (Num 30:8). Note that in this same Torah 
text, the vow of a widow or divorced woman stands (30:9), for in her 
situation, she has no spiritual authority over her for a covering.

4.  Communicating

 When we consider the relationship of God and Israel under the 
metaphor of a marriage, we are struck with the fact that He is seen as a 
communicator. Humbling Himself to the confines of human language, 
He wrote His own letter of instruction (the Torah) to Israel. Moreover, 
He sent His prophets with His words of instruction, promise, and warn-
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ing. In the most majestic of ways, He communicated His heart to His 
bride.
 Men are often characterized as non-communicative. This, of 
course, is not the case for all men, but it seems to be true of most. Men 
simply have more difficulty communicating their thoughts than women 
do, most specifically because communicating one’s inner feelings and 
thoughts makes one vulnerable. In general, men tend to be more private. 
In contrast, women have a greater need to talk about what they feel and 
think.These general tendencies are a sure recipe for problems if they are 
not realized and overcome.
 What often happens is this: a wife needs times of heart-to-heart 
communication with her husband, something he tends to resist. As he 
resists, the wife tries to find ways to affect such communication. She 
withdraws, hoping he’ll ask what’s bothering her, or she nags, hoping 
he’ll give into talking with her, or she yells, thinking that he’ll respond 
in self-defense. Most often, however, these tactics just push her husband 
away. Her attempts at opening lines of communication seem futile and 
even counter-productive. If she finally decides her efforts are worthless, 
the non-communication continues and the relationship falls on hard 
times.
 A Godly husband, however, should realize from the beginning 
that constant communication with his wife is an essential aspect of 
meeting her needs. He must find regular times to express what is actual-
ly going on in his life: his plans, hopes, dreams, weaknesses, and fears. 
And he must be honestly concerned about his wife’s thoughts, dreams, 
hopes, and fears. So he must take the lead in communication, not wait-
ing for his wife always to initiate the conversation.
 Men may consider such disclosure as a sign of weakness, but it 
is not. Genuine communication to one’s wife is a matter of a love, hon-
esty, and humility. If we are committed to loving our wives as Messiah 
loves His bride (Eph 5:25f), then we must greatly desire to know what 
she is thinking and feeling. This requires communication. Moreover, 
communicating the deeper issues of life as we are experiencing them 
assures our wives that they are an integral part of our lives, and that we 
trust them and rely upon them as our closest friend. Note well that in the 
description of the “Woman of Valor” (Prov 31:10ff), the response of the 
husband is described this way (v. 11): “The heart of her husband trusts 
in her, and he will have no lack of gain.” What exactly does this “trust” 
entail? It means that one is not afraid to let one’s wife into his heart. 
Finding ways to communicate one’s true self through regular and care-
ful means will strengthen the relationship of marriage by building the 
deep friendship it is intended to be.

Summary

 In this very brief overview, we have looked at the character of 
God as husband to Israel, and taken this metaphor as suggesting the 
norm for a Godly husband. We have summed up these characteristics 
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under four main headings: faithfulness, caring, leading, and communi-
cating. We can summarize general characteristics as follows:

Faithfulness:
 1. remaining true to my vows no matter what it costs
 2. sacrificing my own wants for the sake of meeting the needs of 

my wife
 3. learning to deny myself
 4. maturing in my faith and gaining spiritual strength
 5. keeping myself from the snares of the world
 6. growing in courage and boldness to face the battles of life

Caring:

 1. paying close attention to the needs of my wife
 2. expressing gentleness as a part of manly strength
 3. taking the initiative to restore broken communication
 4. building a deepening friendship by giving my wife priority

Leading:

 1. taking the responsibilities of leadership in order to protect and 
nurture my wife

 2. bearing the responsibilities of finances
 3. taking the role of provider for my wife and family
 4. putting the spiritual health of my wife and family as a top prior-

ity

Communicating:

 1. initiating regular times of verbal communication with my wife
 2. opening my own life to my wife, including my weaknesses and 

fears
 3. trusting that my wife has been given to me by God in order to 

make me the man He wants me to be
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Let’s Talk About It!

 1. What factors in our society, do you think, contribute most to the 
breakdown of Godly character in men?

 2. Why is a man often hesitant to communicate openly with his 
wife?

 3. What are the consequences of breaking one’s vows? (cf. Deut 
23:21; Mal 1:14; Ps 15:4; 50:14; Matt 5:33–37)

 4. Consider the teaching of our Master in Luke 16:10  “He who is 
faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who 
is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much.” 
Discuss how this principle works in terms of young men prepar-
ing for marriage.

 5. As a daughter and her parents look for a man suitable to be her 
husband, what things indicate the man’s ability to be faithful?

 6. What kinds of things do women generally consider very impor-
tant, which men may consider unimportant?

 7. What kinds of things do men generally consider very important 
which women may consider unimportant?

 8. Discuss the difference between “needs” and “wants.” How can 
a husband discern between the actual “needs” of his wife, as op-
posed to things that his wife “wants?” When do “wants” become 
“needs?”


