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William Hendriksen, Exposition of John in New Testament Commentary (Baker, 1995)
7. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you , ask whatever you will, and it will take place for you .

[John, Vol 2 p. 302]

The spoken words or utterances (τὰ ῥήµατα) of Jesus had been rejected by many (5:18, 38; 6:66; 12:37–43). These 
men, in turn, were rejected, etc. (verse 6 above). For those who abide in Christ, on the other hand, there is a great promise.
Here the thought of positively abiding in Christ (see 15:4, 5) returns and is explained. We learn that it means to heed the 
utterances of Christ, so that they become the dynamic of one’s life, taking complete control over a person (note: here not 
only “you abide in my words,” but “my words abide in you”), so that he both believes them and acts in accordance with 
them. In the lives of such individuals the effective-prayer promise of 14:13 is realized (see on that passage). Note:

“I will do it” (14:13).
“He will give it” (16:23). Hence, it is double sure that:
“It will take place for you” (thus here in 15:7).
It stands to reason that a person who abides in Christ and in whose heart Christ’s utterances (including the precepts, of 

course) are in complete control, will ask nothing that is contrary to Christ’s will, for he will always ask in the spirit of, 
“Not my will but thine be done,” and in complete harmony with all that Christ has revealed concerning himself (that is, he
will always ask “in his name”). Hence, it is not hard to understand that such a person will receive whatever he asks. All 
the same, this is a glorious promise which becomes an even more glorious reality in the lives of all God’s true children 
whenever they, by God’s sovereign grace, truly measure up to the stipulation mentioned in the if-clause.

Abiding in Christ has glorious results: a. effectual prayer (15:7); b. the bearing of much fruit (15:8); c. fulness of joy 
(15:11).

Andreas J. Köstenberger, John in Expositors Bible Commentary (Baker, 2004)
John 15:6 and 15:7 further develop the contrast of 15:2. The one who does not “remain” in Jesus is like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire, and burned. The present imagery may hark 
back to the parallel in Ezek. 15, where a vine failing to produce fruit is said to be good for nothing but the fire (so Carson 
1991: 517; cf. Ezek. 19:12). Fire (πύρ, pyr, only here in John’s Gospel) is a common Jewish and biblical symbol for divine
[John, p. 455] judgment. Some who appear to be members in good standing in the Christian community may eventually 
turn out never truly to have been part of it in the first place, Judas being the paradigmatic example (see esp. 1 John 2:19).

John 15:7 further develops 15:4 by adding the promise of answered prayer for continued adherence to Jesus and his 
teaching. Jesus’ “words” refers to the entire body of teaching composed of his individual pronouncements (Carson 1991: 
517). Hence, mutual indwelling involves more than just obedience (though certainly no less); it also entails a growing ab-
sorption of Jesus’ teaching in one’s understanding and life practice that issues in the bearing of much fruit in one’s own 
character, one’s relationships with other believers, and outreach to those outside the faith. Because of this growing confor-
mity to Jesus’ teaching, obedient believers will be effective in their prayers, since these will be uttered in accordance with 
God’s will (Carson 1991: 518).

What is paramount for Jesus is his “Father’s glory” (cf. Isa. 61:3). Frequently in John’s Gospel, God glorifies himself, 
and is glorified, in or through the Son (12:28; 13:31; 14:13; 17:4). Here, God is said to be glorified by the disciples (cf. 
21:19) in their abundant bearing of fruit (cf. 15:16). Hence, both Jesus’ and his followers’ missions culminate in the bring-
ing of glory to God (Köstenberger and O’Brien 2001: 207–8; Moloney 1998: 421; R. Brown 1970: 662). The present 
statement establishes a close connection between fruitbearing and true Christian discipleship (see additional note on 15:8).
The term γίνοµαι (ginomai, become), which is capable of a wide range of meanings, here appears to convey the notion of 
“showing oneself to be” Jesus’ disciple (note the dative ἐµοί [emoi, my]; lit., “to me”).

Robert H. Mounce, Expositor’s Bible Commentary (Zondervan, 2007)
7 In vv. 4 and 5 it was Jesus who would abide in the believer, while in v. 7 it is “[his] words.” To meditate on the words of 
Jesus is to be in communion with him. His sayings are not mere words on a piece of paper but the occasion for a genuine 
encounter with the living Christ. When we open ourselves to the words of Jesus, we discover that we are in dialogue with 
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Jesus himself. Such is the mystery of the word of God (Heb 4:12; cf. Ro 1:16).
One of the most far-reaching benefits of abiding in Christ is answered prayer. Those who maintain a vital relationship 

with Christ may “ask whatever [they] wish, and it will be given [them].” Most manuscripts have the future indicative 
aitēsesthe (“you will ask,” GK 160), yet most translators prefer the aorist imperative aitēsasthe (“ask”). A few have the in-
finitive, which would yield, “whatever you wish to ask will be done.” The prayers of Christians who abide in Christ are 
answered because “whatever [they] wish” turns out to be what he would like to see happen. The fruit that we bear is the 
direct result of God’s activity released by our prayers. Prayer has always been the primary ingredient in any significant ad-
vance of God’s kingdom on earth. Mary, queen of Scots, once said that she feared the prayers of John Knox more than an 
army of twenty thousand men. God’s purposes in history are realized when believers, through fellowship with him, come 
to understand his will and then by prayer release him to act redemptively in the world.

Leon Morris, John in NICNT (Eerdmans, 1995)
7 From fruit-bearing in general Jesus moves on to prayer. The passage has to do with abiding; the condition of prevailing 
prayer is abiding in Christ. But whereas before he has spoken of his own abiding in believers, now he speaks of his words 
abiding in them (cf. 14:21, 23). This is not a different attitude to prayer from that in the previous chapter. There prayer 
must be offered “in the name” of Christ (14:14) and obedience is strongly insisted on. The same spiritual attitude is in 
mind here, but from a different standpoint. The prayers of those who are truly abiding in Christ will certainly be “in the 
name of Christ,” that is in accordance with all that Christ stands for. And if they are really abiding in Christ they will live 
in obedience to the words of Christ. We should not overlook the importance of “my words.” The teaching of Jesus is im-
portant and not lightly to be passed over in the interests of promoting religious feeling. When believers abide in Christ and
Christ’s words abide in them, they live as close to Christ as well may be. Then their prayers will be prayers that are in ac-
cord with God’s will and they will be fully answered.

John Calvin, John in Calvin’s Commentaries (Calvin Translation Society, 1855)

7.  If you abide in me. Believers often feel that they are starved, and are very far from that rich fatness which is necessary for yielding 
abundant fruit. For this reason it is expressly added, Whatever those who are in Christ may need, there is a remedy provided for their 
poverty, as soon as they ask it from God. This is a very useful admonition; for the Lord often suffers us to hunger, in order to train us 
to earnestness in prayer. But if we fly to him, we shall never want what we ask, but, out of his inexhaustible abundance, he will supply
us with every thing that we need, (1 Corinthians 1:5.)

If my words abide in you. He means that we take root in him by faith; for as soon as we have departed from the doctrine of the 
Gospel, we seek Christ separately from himself. When he promises that he will grant whatever we wish, he does not give us leave to 
form wishes according to our own fancy. God would do what was ill fitted to promote our welfare, if he were so indulgent and so 
ready to yield to us; for we know well that men often indulge in foolish and extravagant desires. But here he limits the wishes of his 
people to the rule of praying in a right manner, and that rule subjects, to the good pleasure of God, all our affections. This is confirmed
by the connection in which the words stand; for he means that his people will or desire not riches, or honors, or any thing of that na-
ture, which the flesh foolishly desires, but the vital sap of the Holy Spirit, Which enables them to bear fruit.
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