
“Great is Your Faithfulness” – Thoughts on Tisha B’Av
by Tim Hegg

--------------------------------------------------------------

Tisha B'Av (the ninth of Av, which falls this year on August 1) is a day in the history of Israel that is filled 
with destruction and sorrow. Here’s a list: 

1. According to traditional reckoning, on this day the spies brought back their evil report and persuaded 
the people of Israel not to go up into the Land as God had commanded them to do. 

2. On this very day Nebuchadnezzar and his troops destroyed Solomon’s Temple (the 1st Temple). 
3. On this very day Titus destroyed the 2nd Temple. 
4. In 135 CE, on this very day, Bar Kochba and his troops were slaughtered, ending the 2nd Jewish revolt. 
5. On this very day the Roman Emperor Hadrian ordered Jerusalem to be plowed under and a new, pagan 

city built on its place (Aelia Capitolina). 

In modern times other bad things happened to our people on this day as well. 

1. According to some traditions, the 1st Crusade began in 1095 CE on this day. It was a war of the Chris-
tians against the Turks who had captured Jerusalem. Eventually the European armies captured 
Jerusalem, killing the entire population, and claiming the entire region, now known as Israel, as a Chris-
tian state. 

2. In 1290 CE, on Tisha b’Av, King Edward I expelled all the Jews from England. 
3. Incredibly, on this same day, in 1492 CE, all the Jews were expelled from Spain. 
4. In 1555 CE, Pope Paul IV decreed that all Jews should be moved into a ghetto. 
5. In 1914, on August 1, which was Tishah b’Av in the Hebrew calendar, the German ambassador to Rus-

sia formally declared war, and World War I began. 
6. And, on July 22, 1942 (which also was the beginning of Tishah b’Av), the Jews of the Warsaw ghetto 

were ordered deported to the death camps, a move that marked a significant beginning of Hitler’s “Final
Solution.”

For this reason, rabbinic tradition calls for fasting on the 9th of Av and the day is also marked by prayer to 
seek God's protection and favor. It also is a long-standing tradition to read the book of Lamentations (ֵאיָכה 'Eicha)
on Tisha b'Av because it is composed of mournful laments over the destruction of the First Temple. Lamentations 
is traditionally attributed to the prophet Jeremiah.1

The poems which make up the book of Lamentations are modeled after funeral dirges of the Ancient Near 
East, which follow a common form. They express the excellence of the deceased and contrast this with the sorrow
his or her death has brought. In Lamentations, the “deceased one” is Jerusalem and the Temple, the former glory 
of which has past. As the prophet looks on, the dusty rubble of the destroyed city is a sober witness of the destruc-
tion and a stark contrast to the former glory of the Holy City. 

But the book of Lamentations contains more than laments over the destruction of the Temple. It also makes it 
clear that though the destruction came by Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonian armies, Israel's God was the One 

1 Witnesses of the Jeremiah authorship include: the Lxx, the Vulgate, the Bavli (b.Bava Batra 15a), the Targum 
on Jer 1:1, and the Old Latin and Syriac versions.
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Who decreed the destruction against His wayward people:

How Adonai has covered the daughter of Zion with a cloud in His anger! He has cast from heaven to earth
the glory of Israel, and has not remembered His footstool In the day of His anger. (2:1) 

Adonai determined to destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion. He has stretched out a line, He has not re-
strained His hand from destroying, and He has caused rampart and wall to lament; they have languished to-
gether. (2:8) 

Yet in His righteous anger, Adonai has not acted unfaithfully, nor has He gone back on His promises (2:17). 
Indeed, the severe discipline of His people proves His love (cp. Amos 3:2), and so the prophet turns in his 
mourning to seek the favor of God because he knows that the Holy One of Israel is faithful to His word.

This I recall to my mind, therefore I have hope. Adonai's lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, for His
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness. “Adonai is my portion,”
says my soul, “Therefore I have hope in Him.” (3:21–24) 

How is it that so many mournful events have happened to our people on this same day throughout history? Is 
it just an uncanny coincidence? Of course not! In fact, that Tisha b'Av is marked throughout our history as a day 
upon which destruction has come upon us is proof beyond doubt that the God Who controls history has His atten-
tion upon His chosen people. “For whom Adonai loves He reproves, even as a father corrects the son in whom he 
delights” (Prov 3:12). Indeed, Tisha b'Av stands as irrefutable proof that the God of Israel is the One in control, 
and that He continues to call His people back to Himself. Thus, Jeremiah ends his Lamentations with a prayer for 
the return of Israel:

Restore us to You, Adonai, that we may be restored; Renew our days as of old… (5:21)

This Tisha b'Av as we contemplate the awesome acts of God, as we pray for the Shalom of Jerusalem, may 
our hearts likewise be strengthened to cling to Him all the more and to trust His faithfulness for our future and the
future of all of His people. �

------------------------------------------A Note on Zechariah 7:2-3 and 8:19 ------------------------------------------

Two times in the book of Zechariah the prophet mentions days of fasting.

Now the town of Bethel had sent Sharezer and Regemmelech and their men to seek the favor of the LORD,
speaking to the priests who belong to the house of the LORD of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, “Shall I
weep in the fifth month and abstain, as I have done these many years?” (Zech 7:2–3)

Thus says the LORD of hosts, “The fast of the fourth, the fast of the fifth, the fast of the seventh and the
fast of the tenth months will become joy, gladness, and cheerful feasts for the house of Judah; so love truth
and peace.” (Zech 8:19)

Both of these texts have as background the return of the exiles from Babylon and the rebuilding of the Tem-
ple, which was nearing completion. Thus two emissaries (Sharezer and Regemmelch), both of whom were most 
likely born during the exile in Babylon (judging from their foreign names), are sent with their men to seek counsel
from the priest and prophets in Jerusalem. That Zechariah himself was included among these prophets is most 
likely. The question brought by to the priest and prophets related to a practice developed during the exile, to fast 
on the 9th of Av (the fifth month), mourning the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple by Nebuchadnezzar. 

2



And their question was reasonable: the fast had been observed in the years of the exile, but should it be continued 
now that they were back in the homeland and with the Temple nearing completion? 

8:19
Counting the beginning of the year from the month of Nisan, the Jewish sages identified these dates as follows (in
the Talmudical tractate Rosh Hashanah 18b): the fast of the fourth month fell on the ninth of Tammuz, the day 
when the city walls were breached (2 Kings 25:3-4; Jer. 39:2); the fast of the fifth month was on the ninth of Ab, 
when the house of God was destroyed by fire (2 Kings 25:8-10); the fast of the seventh month was on the third of 
Tishri, the anniversary of the assassination of Gedaliah the son of Ahikam (ibid. 25; Jer. 41:2); and the fast of the 
tenth month fell on the tenth of Tebeth, which was the day when the king of Babylon laid siege to Jerusalem (2 
Kings 25:1, Ezek. 24:2). In Zechariah’s day, sixty-eight years after the destruction, when the rebuilding of the 
Temple was almost complete, the question naturally arose whether the time had not come to annul these fasts, 
since Jeremiah’s prophecy about the duration of the exile might well be thought to have been fulfilled.
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