
How was the date Tisha B’Av (9th of Av) derived for the Destruction of the 1st Temple?

Now on the seventh day of the fifth month, which was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. He burned 
the house of the LORD, the king’s house, and all the houses of Jerusalem; even every great house he burned with 
fire. (2Ki 25:8–9)

Now on the tenth day of the fifth month, which was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby-
lon, Nebuzaradan the captain of the bodyguard, who was in the service of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem.
He burned the house of the LORD, the king’s house and all the houses of Jerusalem; even every large house he 
burned with fire. (Jer 52:12–13)

Tosefta, Ta’aniyot 3:10 (commenting on the apparent discrepancy between 2Kings and Jeremiah)

And if On the tenth of the month is said, then why is On the seventh of the month said? But on the the seventh of 
the month the gentiles conquered the Temple and took the pillars, the sea, and the stalls. So they were demolishing
it on the seventh, eighth, and ninth, until sunset. And so it is said, Woe unto us! for the day declines, for the shad-
ows of evening stretch out (Jer 6:4). As eventime fell, they kindled the flame, and the Temple was burned at sunset
on the tenth day of the month.

What Value Does the Book of Lamentations (ֵאיָכה, ’eichah) Have for the Believer in Yeshua?

H. L. Ellison, “Lamentations” in The Expositors Bible Commentary (Zondervan, 1986), 6.697.

The immediate purpose of the Book of Lamentations, however, does not fully explain its presence in the canon, 
because, at least for the Christian, it would now have little more than historical and antiquarian interest. The 
Bible finds room for every element of human experience, including overwhelming human sorrow. This can come 
to the individual (e.g., Job) or to the nation as a whole. In such a position even the comfortable words of Scripture
do not always bring solace and a ray of light. Though Jeremiah had set a limit to Babylonian rule (25:11-12) and 
had promised national restoration (chs. 30-31), the hearts of the survivors were too stunned to appreciate the 
promises, of which there is no trace in Lamentations. Even in the era of the gospel, the same thing occasionally
happens; then the brokenhearted who turn to these laments discover that they are not the first to pass 
through thick darkness before emerging into the sunlight again. So they realize that their God is the one 
who puts their tears onto his scroll (Ps 56:8).

John Calvin, Commentaries, Jeremiah and Lamentations, 5 vols, (Calvin Trans. Soc., 1854), 5.301.

He [Jeremiah] indeed bewails, as I have said, the extreme calamity of his people; but he mingles with his lamenta-
tions the doctrine of repentance and faith. For, on the one hand, he shews that the people suffered a just punish-
ment for the many iniquities, of which they could not have been healed; and then, on the other hand, he gives 
them some intimations of God’s mercy, that in death itself the Jews might seek life, nay, that in the lowest depths 
they might know that God would be propitious to them. He at length by his own example stimulates them to pray;
but prayer is founded on faith. It then follows, that Jeremiah, when the people had become wholly alienated from 
the worship of God, yet spent his labor in collecting together the remnant. Though, then, the whole Church was 
not only in the greatest disorder, but also reduced as it were almost to nothing, yet Jeremiah constructed 
some sort of building out of the ruins. This is the substance of this Book.



Kiel & Delitzsch, Commentary on the OT (T & T Clark, 1866-91), “Jeremiah”, 2.351f.

The importance of the Lamentations, as a part of the canon, does not so much consists in the mere fact that they 
were composed by Jeremiah, and contain outpourings of sorrow on different occasions over the misery of his peo-
ple, as rather in their being an evidence of the interest with which Jeremiah, in the discharge of his functions as a 
prophet, continued to watch over the ruins of Jerusalem. In these Lamentations he seeks not merely to give ex-
pression to the sorrow of the people that he may weep with them, but by his outpour of complaint to rouse his fel-
low-countrymen to an acknowledgement of God’s justice in this visitation, to keep them from despair under the 
burden of unutterable woe, and by teaching them how to give due submission to the judgment that has befallen 
them, to lead once more to God those who would not let themselves be brought to Him through his previous testi-
mony regarding that judgment while it was yet impending. The Jewish synagogue has recognised and duly esti-
mated the importance of the Lamentations in these respects, by appointing that the book should be read on the 
anniversary of the destruction of the temple. A like appreciation has been made by the Christian Church, 
which, rightly perceiving that the Israelitish community is the subject in these poems, attributed to them a 
reference to the church militant; and, viewing the judgment on the people of God as a prophecy of the judg-
ment that came on Him who took the sins of the whole world upon Himself, it has received a portion of the 
Lamentations into the ritual for the Passion Week, and concludes each of these lessons with the words, 
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, convertere ad Dominum, deum tuum.” [Jerusalem, Jerusalem, turn again to the 
Lord, your God.”] Cf. The Passion Week in its Ceremonies and Prayers, Spires 1856, and the Officium hebdo-
madae sanctae, a reprinted extract from Dr. Reischl’s Passionale, Münich 1857. The motives for this choice are so 
far set forth by Allioli (in Neumann, ii. S. 486) in the following terms: “The church wished believers to see, in 
the great punishments which God had ordained against Jerusalem by the instrumentality of Nebuchadnez-
zar, the still more severe chastisement that God has brought on Israel after the dreadful murder of the Mes-
sias. She seeks to bewail the unhappy condition of the blinded nation, once favoured with the divine revela-
tion. In the fall of Jerusalem, she seeks to deplore the evil that has come on herself from external and 
internal foes, the persecution of brother by brother, the havoc made by false teachers, the looseness of opin-
ions, the sad advances made by indifference in matters of faith and by the corruption of morals. In the dev-
astation and the penalties inflicted on Jerusalem, she wishes to present for consideration the destruction which 
comes on every soul that dies the death in sins. In the condition of the ruined city and the homeless nation, she 
seeks to make men bewail the homeless condition of the whole race, who have fallen into decay and disorder 
through Adam’s sin. And lastly, in the nation visited with punishment, she seeks to set forth Jesus Christ Himself, 
in so far as He has become the substitute of all men, and suffered for their sins.” This display of all these refer-
ences is sadly deficient in logical arrangement; but it contains a precious kernel of biblical truth, which the Evan-
gelical Church has endeavoured in many ways to turn to advantage. Regarding the adaptations of the Lamenta-
tions made for liturgical use in the Evangelical Church, see particulars in Schöberlein, Schatz des liturgischen 
Chor- und Gemeindegesanges, ii. S. 444ff.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
These samplings from Christian Commentators are based upon a supersessionist view of Israel, with the Church 
replacing or becoming what Israel was supposed to be. But this viewpoint misses the clear teaching of Paul, that 
the Olive Tree (Rom 11) represents Israel, and the branches that remain and are not broken off represent the 
remnant of Israel in each generation (i.e., those of the nation of Israel who exercised true saving faith in the work 
of the promised Messiah). The wild branches that are grafted in are thereby grafted into the remnant of Israel. The
remnant of Israel is not grafted into the Church, the the ekklesia of God consists of the believing remnant of Israel
into which the wild branches (the elect of the nations) are grafted. 

Thus, the importance of Jeremiah’s prophecy as well as his lament over the destruction of Jerusalem (Lamenta-
tions) is vitally important to believers in every age, for the conclusion of both the book of Jeremiah as well as that 
of Lamentations is that God remains faithful to His covenant promise, and will bring Israel, on a national scale, to 
repentance and faith in Yeshua, the true and living Messiah.


